
Volume  31  No. 1                  December 2010           Mary Nye Meyers,Editor
The mission of IOBG is to recognize past commodores of the international yachting community

and unite them in order to promote the highest ideals of yachting, and preserve its customs and traditions 
through social, educational and humanitarian programs.



APPOINTED OFFICERS COMMITTEESREPRESENTATIVES

2011 IOBG DIRECTORY

#50

#51

#70 Bill Young (Sue)
5 Grasmere Grove
Rochester, Kent
England  ME2 4PN 
Tel: (44)(0)1634 713478
bluesil@hotmail.com

Kuniteru Matsumoto (Kiyoko)
3-3-22 Matsumoto Building
Dajima, Kitaku
Osaka, Japan  530-003
Tel:  06-458-7020
Fax: 06-441-3765

Damian Pfleghaar  (Barb)
800 Farrer Street
Maumee, OH 43537
Tel:  419-893-3004
Fax: 419-897-7277
dpfleghaar@
buckeye-express.com

Keith Wardell (Patsy)
4 Glandovey Road
P.O. Box 25-025
Christchurch, New Zealand  8144
Home: 64-3-351 6046
Bus/Fax: 64-3-3516672
homehostingltd@inet.net.nz

#75

JAPAN

#27 David Grove (Debora)
311 Glenwood Road
Bel Air, MD 21014
Tel: 410-838-9437
Business: 410-836-8000
Cell: 410-688-8281
dgrove311@comcast.net

Walt Kadyk (Marti) 
4993 Saddlewood Place 
Alta Loma, CA 91737-1667 
Tel: 909-941-6622 
Bus: 909-390-0460 
Cell: 310-629-0987 
wkadyk@advancedelectronics.com 

#24

#25

#22

#23

#26

David Loughran
1203 Bay Ave. 
P.O. Box 746
Mantoloking, NJ  08738-0746
Tel:  732-892-8388
dploughran@comcast.net

Ken Bruce
#16-950 Lanfranco
Kelowna, BC  V1W 3W8
Canada
Tel: 250-860-5673
kdbruce@shaw.ca

Warren Boerner (Dorothy)
11923 Hemlock Ct.
Shelby Township, MI  48315
Tel: 586-254-3135
wboerner44@att.net

Ernie C. Odierna (Camille)
5 Highridge Road
Larchmont, NY 10538
Tel: 914-834-2162
Bus: 516-487-0927
Fax: 914-834-2168
ernie01@optonline.net

Francis D. Ramsey (Maude)
204 NE 12th Court
Cape Coral, FL 33909
Tel:  239-829-0809
Cell: 219-718-1555
francisramsey@att.net

#14

#15

#16

#18

#20

#19

Eileen Van Winkle (Terry)
10827 Maestra Court
San Diego, CA 92124
Tel: 858-571-5256
evanwinkle@sbcglobal.net

Gene Beville
4550 Eastbourne Bay
Oxnard, CA  93035
Tel:  805-985-7921
genebeville@aol.com

David J. Meshulam (Gail)
66 Derby Court
Madison, NJ  97940
Tel: 973-377-8807
Bus: 973-727-9892
Fax: 973-301-2320
djmgem@aol.com

Herman Meyer (Suzie)
7341 Gilbert Rd
Oakdale, CA 95361
Tel: 209-847-7006
Cell: 209-605-5718
hmeyer@meyer-law.com

Thomas A. Sullivan (Susan)
1213 SW Eagleglen Place
Stuart, FL 34997
Tel: 772-223-8789
sueandts@bellsouth.net

#21 Leo Vortouni
4308 Patrice Rd.
Newport Beach, CA  92663
Tel: 949-722-1153
lvortouni@aol.com

Lenworth Gordon
P.O. Box 8770
Emeryville, CA  94662
Tel: 510-812-4404
Cell: 510-717-8221
Fax: 510-836-3719
Cogent@Cogent
Communications.com

#7

#8

#9

#10

#11

Patrick M. Slee (Cynthia)
1023 Maple Street
Perrysburg, OH 43551-2427
Tel: 419-874-7046
Cell: 419-367-3663
patrickslee1969@aol.com

George Demos
16641 Edgewater Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Tel/Fax: 714-846-1572
Bus: 714-329-8823
hhyc97@aol.com

Rosalie Davis-Green (Gary)
10715 Hepburn Circle
Culver City, CA 90232
Tel:   310-204-4411
Cell:  310-508-5237
rgreen@ca.rr.com

Vincent J. Core (Eileen)
739 Fairmount Avenue
Chatham, NJ 07928
Tel/Fax: 973-635-7415
Cell: 201-401-8484
sailcore@att.net

#12

Matthew T. Schmidt (Andrea Sandej)
2968 Pine Trail Circle
Hudson, OH 44236
Tel/Fax: 330-656-4283
Cell: 216-347-7026
gcbapc06@aol.com

Thomas J. "Joe" Dowdell (June) 
11300 Overseas Hwy 
Marathon, FL 33050 
Tel: 305-743-5127 
Cell: 305-304-1208
joedowdell@bellsouth.net

Robert Weber
2617 NE 4th Street #123
Renton, WA 98056
Tel:  425-204-9187
Cell: 206-310-9102
robok46@msn.com

#1

#2

#5

Lewis W. Smith (Margot)
135 Paul Drive
Amherst, NY  14228
Tel: 716-691-7626
margots@localnet.com

Ron Defieux* (Linda)
641 Blueridge Ave.
N.Vancouver, BC V7R 2J4
Canada
Tel:  604-987-7425
Fax: 604-985-7263
rdefieux@shaw.ca

Ira Nies (Leona)
18858 N. 96th Lane
Peoria, AZ  85382
Tel:  360-695-5742
Cell: 360-608-5909
iranies@hotmail.com
Summer:
3812 E. Evergreen Blvd
Vancouver, WA  98661

#6

Don Fisher (Rita)
1080 Iris Avenue
Victoria, BC V8Z 2N7
Canada
Tel:  250-479-5516
dritscher@shaw.ca

#4

#3

Stanley W. Radlo
99-1440 Aiea Heights Dr. #56
Aiea, HI 96701
Tel: 808-488-6056 
radlos001@hawaii.rr.co

DISTRICT DIRECTORS

ELECTED OFFICERS
Northwestern VP Southeastern VPSouthwestern VPNorth Central VP Northeastern VPExecutive Secretary
Art Kovarnik (Carol)
P.O. Box 3786
Silverdale, WA  98383
Tel:  360-692-5544
Cell:  360-981-4595
akovarnik@msn.com

Tom Sullivan (Susan)
1213 SW Eagleglen Pl.
Stuart, FL  34997
Tel: 772-223-8789
Cell: 772-241-0119
sueandts@bellsouth.net

Gary McGrath (Estella)
1567 Dianda Drive
Concord, CA 94521
Tel:  925-682-5939
Fax: 925-687-5443
gmac6262@aol.com

Mary Eiffert (Alan)
39906 Black Mesa Lane
Palm Desert, CA 92260
Tel/Cell: 206-819-5809
Cell:      760-567-8824
meiffert@earthlink.net

Joel Kay (Nancy)
2112 Campus Drive
South Euclid, OH 44121
Tel:  216-382-7123
Cell:  216-470-8141
Fax:  216-382-9678
seawind@stratos.net

Robert L. Howe
12413 Shelter Lane
Bowie, MD  20715
Tel:   703-517-5482
Bus:  410-293-2130
Fax:  410-203-4945
pscoldsalt@hotmail.com

George Knies (Ann)
2333 Lariat Lane
Walnut Creek, CA  94596
Tel:  925-939-0230
Cell: 925-330-5676
Fax: 925-944-0474
geoknies@att.net

LEGAL OFFICER

P/C Earl Hohlmayer
Commodore Insignia
1380 Centerville LN  #32
Gardnerville, NV  89410
Tel: 775-782-3380
Tel: 800-315-7485
Fax: 775-782-4003
Comsignia@aol.com
www.commodoreinsignia.com

SUPPLY OFFICER

EDUC. & DEVELOPMENT
Phil Promessi (Carol)
128 Pelican Loop
Pittsburg, CA 94565
Tel/Fax:  925-427-6250
ppromessi@comcast.net

Mary Nye Meyers (Michael)
P.O. Box 44130
Tacoma, WA  98448
Tel:  253-224-8592
fire_n_ice104@hotmail.com

LOG EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Marybeth Thayer (Bill)
444 N. El Camino Real  Sp.#80
Encinitas, CA  92024
Tel:  760-632-9058
bethtnbillt@sbcglobal.net

RECORDING SECRETARY

Mary Nye Meyers (Michael)
fire_n_ice104@hotmail.com

WEBMASTER

A.R. ‘Art’ Theobald (Betty)
2710 SW 47th Terr.
Cape Coral, FL 33914-6165
Tel: 239-471-2000
art.theobald@ymail.com

HISTORIAN

PROTOCOL OFFICER
Marsha Landreth
3600 Harbor Blvd  #173
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel:   805-201-3027
Bus: 805-389-1909
mlrs4742@gmail.com

AUDIT
Ray Thompson (Chairman)  253-838-9027
Marc Connelly                  716-838-2016
Stephen Willing                 519-944-1397

BY-LAWS & POLICY MANUAL
Vern Bendsen (Chairman)      707-422-3510
George Knies 925-939-0230
Stephen Willing 519-944-1397

ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW
Ray Thompson 386-445-5530
Vern Bendsen 707-422-3510
Stephen Willing 519-944-1397
Marshall Nemoy 888-378-2211

ANNUAL MEETING 2011
Marc Connelly 716-863-6096

ELECTIONS
Stephen Willing 519-944-1397

NOMINATING
Ray Thompson 386-445-5530
Jerry Rudd 253-838-9027
Vern Bendsen 707-422-3510

FINANCE
Marc Connelly 716-863-6096
Vern Bendsen 707-422-3510
Stephen Willing 519-944-1397
Chuck Browning 410-569-6338
Marshall Nemoy 888-378-2211
Ray Thompson 386-445-5530

BOAT U.S.

NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION
Dave Kutz 360-297-2935

US SAILING
Bill Thayer 760-632-9058

Boat U.S. Membership
Discount Code: IOBG #GA 83629B

U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
Larry Draper 650-871-0802
draperl@jps.net

Marc Connelly 716-838-2016
MEMBERSHIP & PUBLIC RELATIONS

RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FROM IOBGHF

HUMANITARIAN FND. LIAISON

AUXILIARY LIAISON
Chuck Browning 410-569-6338

Marshall Nemoy 888-378-2211

Robert Howe (Chairman) 707-422-3510

Jerry Rudd 253-838-9027
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President

President
Elect

First
Vice President

Second 
Vice President

Past 
President

Treasurer

Marc D. Connelly  (Kathy)
173 Bering Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14223

Tel:   716-863-6096
Bus: 716-893-4774
mdc@choiceonemail.com 

Marshall Nemoy  (Dawn)
3517 Camino del Rio South
Suite.208
San Diego, CA  92108-4028
Tel:  619-282-5050 / 888-378-2211
Res: 858-565-1093
Fax:  619-282-5252
bgtreas@iobg.org   

Ray Thompson  (Dorothy)
71 Weymouth Lane
Palm Coast, FL  32164

Tel: 386-445-5530
rthompson015@cfl.rr.com

Vern Bendsen  (Linda)
P.O. Box 984
Suisun City, CA  94585

Tel:  707-422-3510
Fax: 707-422-3510
vbendsen@pacbell.net

Stephen Willing  (Shirley)
292 Esdras Place
Windsor, Ont
Canada  N8S 2M5

Tel: 519-944-1397
stevewilling@bell.net

Chuck Browning (Barbara)
4790 Southgate Parkway
Myrtle Beach, SC  29579

Tel: 843-742-5839
Cell: 443-309-6674
captainchuckb@aol.com
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President Vern Bendsen

A big thank you to all who attended the 2010 Annual Meeting.  It was you, who made the meeting the 
success that it was.  The District 19 and 14 members did themselves proud as the hosts for the Annual 
Meeting, and I thank them for it.  Thank You.

Another thank you to the Encinal Yacht Club and its staff, who made us feel welcomed and fed us 
scrumptious meals.

From my point of view, the 2010 Annual Meeting was very successful.  The attendance was outstanding, 
and the meetings were informative.

Where is the IOBG going in 2011?  We will continue to follow our ‘Rainbow’.  It will lead us to Florida, Portland, 
and New York.  And who knows where else.

We will keep things simple, because when we complicate things, we get further away from our purpose; 
which is to preserve yachting’s customs and traditions through social, educational and humanitarian 
programs.  

The IOBG is going to continue to become a more member oriented organization.  There will be more members 
involved at all levels.  Communication with the membership is improving.  With the new e-mail communication 
system starting in January 2011, ALL members will be receiving  Blue Gavel information and news first hand.

It is our own desire for boating that has brought us together.  Because of that, we are members of a very 
special organization, the IOBG.

What makes us special, is that we are positive people, who can talk to each, listen to each other, work with 
each other, do business with each other, and have FUN with each other.

It doesn’t get any better than that....and remember:  Optimism is Contagious.   

Meeting Minutes
The Executive Committee, in response to suggestions to reduce the publishing cost of the Blue Gavel LOG, has decided 

not to print the Minutes in future issues of the LOG.
 

The minutes will now be available on the IOBG web site, www.iobg.org  -  or to request a set by mail, please contact:
     

P/C Marybeth Thayer
IOBG Recording Secretary

444 N. El Camino Real, Sp. 80            Encinitas, CA  92024-1312
760-632-9058                            Email: bethtnbillt@sbcglobal.net



PresidentElect  Marc Connelly
Wow! Another year almost gone and another international meeting successfully 
completed.

Districts 14 and 19 provided a wonderful setting for the 2010 meeting.  Both the 
committee and the Encinal Yacht Club deserve a huge round of applause. 

In review 2010 has been a very progressive year.  The communications within 
our organization have been tremendous and the communications in 2011 will 
definitely increase.  The use of our new e-mail media service will allow our 
Chapters, Districts and individuals to more freely let each other know what is 
happening and when.

The response to your Bylaw changes was also a 2010 highlight. The enthusiasm from all areas reflected 
your interest in IOBG.  “Many Thanks” to the untold members whose efforts make the IOBG the organization 
that it is

Congratulations to all the 2011 Officers of IOBG, as well as, the Auxiliary and the Humanitarian Foundation.  
Lets make 2011 a year to remember !!

Many, many times I have written or spoken about the Humanitarian Foundation and its benefits. Those benefits 
have again become a reality.  Sandy Beach Yacht Club of District 3 has been awarded a grant for their local 
area training project.  Congratulations Sandy Beach

Kathy and I wish you “Happy Holidays” and a  happy healthy 2011...  

The Board of Directors approved the concept of having an 
email media capability to keep all members informed of what is 
happening in IOBG.  The name, thanks to the creativity of 
member David Grove from District 27, the IOBG Lighthouse and 
its motto “keeping us on course” exemplifies the goal of the 
publication.

The plan is to provide up-to-date and timely information to all 
members of IOBG and selected others.  It will consist of 
announcements of meetings, District events and other activities 
that may be of interest to all.  It will also keep the members 
informed about matters that are being submitted to the 
membership and Board of Directors for a vote.  It also will notify 
everyone that The Blue Gavel LOG has been published.

Members will receive the IOBG Lighthouse by email.  Two-
thirds of our membership has an email address on file in our 
database.  We have mailed the list of names and email 
addresses to the District Treasurers and requested updates to 
the list.  If you have changed your email address recently, 
please contact your District Treasurer and notify the 
International Operations Center.

We anticipate the new publication will begin in January, 2011.  When fully operational the default method 
of delivery of The Blue Gavel LOG will be electronic.  For 2011 those without email addresses will 
receive printed copies of The Blue Gavel LOG.  In 2012 members will have to pay a subscription fee to 
receive a printed copy of the LOG.

This new publication represents an exciting opportunity for IOBG.  Your suggestions and comments are 
welcome.

The
“IOBG
LIGHTHOUSE”
Keeping Us
on Course



FirstVice President  
Stephen Willing

Once again the summer is over, and we look forward to another new year, 
with hope for good times, good health and good friends. When we look back 
over the year 2010, we see progress within the organization, new by-laws, a 
better voting system, a new link on the website for concerns or suggestions, 
and a reduction of meetings to reduce costs.

This year has also had some rainy days to deal with as well. We have had the sudden and unexpected 
passing of several members and others have had difficult health issues, we wish them speedy recovery. 
Some members have stepped away from IOBG due to one issue or another. We hope these members 
realize that the Executive Board is working very diligently to move the organization forward. Their friends 
and peers miss them and want them to return for their support and to enjoy the good times that the Districts 
have in store.

I can't end the year without paying special thanks to Southwest Vice President Gary McGrath, Northwest 
Vice President Art Kovarnik, District 51 Director Walt Kadyk, and District 75 President Keith Wardell (New 
Zealand) for your co-operation and support. You have made this a most enjoyable year. I thank you!

Next year is full of promise, with the introduction of our new system allowing us to communicate with our 
members on a more frequent basis. This initiative will provide our members with up to date information 
throughout the IOBG family. We hope everyone will find this system useful. With timely reminders of meeting 
or events, it is hoped more people will find the time to participate and experience the fun and friendship of 
the “Blue Gavel.” Members' spouses are encouraged to join the Auxiliary, for the assistance they give to all 
our efforts and their strong support of the Humanitarian Foundation.  

Shirley and I thoroughly enjoyed the Annual Meeting in Oakland, California.  Making new friends and sharing 
memories of past experiences with old friends are aspects of the organization that are worth more than 
anything money can buy.  If you're a Past Commodore reading this LOG newsletter, and you are not already 
a member -WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? The fun is already under way!
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SecondVice President
Chuck Browning

I would like to thank the nominating committee, especially Jerry Rudd who 
pushed me in the right direction, the Board of Directors for their support and the 
members of District 27, for their confidence and support over the last few 
years.

I joined the IOBG in 2003 and my first position was Supply Officer for The Bush River Chapter of the IOBG. I 
served for three (3) years as President and during that time I recruited five (5) Chapters and helped organize 
District 27.  I was elected as District Director in May 2006 and we received our District Charter during the 
first International Summer Meeting in August 2006.  From October 2008 to October 2010 I served as 
Northeast Vice President.   

I had a great time in Oakland, I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to the Encinal Yacht Club, 
Districts 19 and 14, who put in a lot of time and hard work.  It is always a thrill for me to be able to meet new 
friends and see different areas and cities around the country.

It looks like 2011 is going to be a challenging year with the economy making it tough for our membership, but I 
am asking everyone to get more involved and help make this a banner year with more new members and go 
after previous members and get them active again.  Communication is the key in keeping and maintaining your 
District membership.    

If you have a question or suggestions please contact me, I want to hear from you.  We have many 
experienced members that have been involved with yacht clubs, boating and the IOBG for many years.  We 
want and need your help.

Barbara and I will be traveling to Punta Gorda, Florida for the February Winter Meeting and we hope to see 
old friends and meet many new ones. 

Past President  Ray Thompson
The IOBG Presidency is but a brief moment in time.  Accepting the title as President, 
generates visions and plans aimed at improving the Order.  I now realize how short that 
term really is.  A number of planned projects were completed; reorganization of District 
8, voting procedure, by-law additions and revisions, and a balanced budget.

Aside from “business as usual” certain problems must still be addressed, such as declining membership, and 
a more comprehensive marketing program.  Fortunately, your new Flag Officers are aware of these 
problems are in accord and collectively will work toward solutions.

This being my last report, I wish to thank everyone for their support and effort.  From an alternate Annual 
meeting place held in Orlando, to a foreshortened scheduled meeting in Baltimore, I found myself in dire need 
of help and direction.  Needless to say, that support was readily offered by members and friends who 
guided me through this term of office.  Once again, thank you all.



Page 8

Treasurer Marshall Nemoy
At the Annual Meeting in Alameda, California on October 23, 2010 I presented the 
financial highlights for the nine months ended September 30, 2010, the most recent 
amounts available.  Overall IOBG is in sound financial shape and is expected to end 
the year on a positive note.

As of September 30, 2010 our total assets are $108,320 of which $108,020 is in 
cash.  Our cash position, however, is $3,753 less than last year.  Our liabilities 
have decreased $3,048 from the same date last year.  The reduction in liabilities 
was the result of a better than expected net income because of lower expenses.

The net income for the nine months ended September 30, 2010 is $25,520 which is $14,961 higher than 
budget and $5,229 greater than last year.  On the expense side we spent $10,198 less than was budgeted 
and $15,627 less than last year.  This positive event occurred because of the elimination of the February 
Regional Meeting.

It appears the strategy of eliminating one Regional Meeting during the year has resulted in a financial 
success.  The plan for 2011 calls again for the elimination of one Regional Meeting.  In 2010 we eliminated 
the February meeting.  For 2011 we will eliminate the August meeting.  This will have the effect of having 
the Nominating Committee making their report of a slate for 2012 in June.  This will provide more time 
evaluate the candidates and provide the members with information on other items that will require a vote.

As of November 3 we began issuing 2011 membership cards.  We are beginning to receive dues payments 
on a daily basis.  District Treasurers are asked to not hold the dues collections but do send them to the 
I.O.C. on a regular basis.  That will allow us to keep up with the demand and provide our traveling members 
with a current membership card.

As we close another year I want to thank all the District Treasurers for their assistance throughout the 
year.  May everyone have a happy holiday season.

Executive Secretary  
Mary Eiffert

I have a very small report this year.  There were only two Chapters 
approved.  District 23 has a new Chapter, Bayshore Yacht Club and District 
21 has a new Chapter, Orange Coast College Sailing Association.

I still enjoy getting together with all my IOBG friends, plus meeting and making 
new friends.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Executive Secretary.  
I look forward to serving yet another year.
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Legal Officer  George C.  Knies

A “Code-of-Conduct” bylaw was long coming for our organization. Initially there 
was an elitist attitude prevailing that one was not needed since all members 
were beyond reproach, i.e. Ladies and Gentlemen with impeccable moral 
values. 

Our 2009 Annual Meeting in Orlando Florida got off with a bang when we conducted a hearing regarding 
a violation of our recently enacted “Code-of-Conduct” bylaw by a Past President, to wit: Illegal activities, 
embarrassing membership and denigrating the good name and reputation of our Organization.

Hearing Process

Every deliberative assembly, having the right to purify its own body, must therefore have the right to 
investigate the character of its members. It can require any of them to testify in the case, under pain of 
expulsion if they refuse.

When the charge(s) is against the member's character or misconduct, it is usually referred to a 
committee of investigation or discipline, or to some standing committee, to report upon. 

At the appointed meeting what may be called the trial (hearing) takes place. Frequently the only evidence 
required against the member is the report of the committee. After it has been read and any additional 
evidence offered the committee may see fit to introduce, the accused is allowed to make an explanation 
and introduce witnesses, if he/she so desires. Either party is allowed to cross-examine the other's 
witnesses and introduce rebutting testimony. When the evidence is all in, the accused retires from the 
room, and the organization deliberates upon the question: Finally acting upon the question of expulsion, 
or other punishment proposed. No member should be expelled by less than a three-fourths vote as 
required by our bylaws.

In this instance the accused did not appear at the hearing and was summarily expelled as required in his 
summons.

The appeal process in this instance required mediation, since the expelled party, was at the top of our 
Chain of Management. An inordinate amount of time and communicating was expended by the Executive 
Committee in attempting to arrange a mutual agreed upon solution; which unfortunately never did reach 
fruition. The appeals window is now closed. 

This year we avoided having to issue any cease and desist orders due to copyright infringement. 
Unfortunately, a re-occurring problem of former Blue Gavel members wearing/displaying the Blue Gavel 
insignia or flying the Blue Gavel Flag persist. They should be challenged and requested to provide a 
current membership card. An event advertised as a Blue Gavel Regatta, Dinner, etc has to have at least 
one Blue Gavel member in good standing organizing or attending that event. It has been noted that some 
Yacht Clubs have advertised such events held by their Past Commodores none of whom were current 
members of the Blue Gavel.

This is another reminder that the information contained in the IOBG Roster i.e. addresses, phone numbers 
and email addresses are not to be used as mass marketing tools.  Meaning we are not to use the email 
addresses to send out unsolicited business advertising or personal political statements and emails. This 
goes for regular mail, phone and fax solicitations as well.
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International Order of the Blue Gavel
2011 Winter Regional Meeting              February 18‐20, 2011

The photographs tell the story. On August 13, 2004 Hurricane 
CHARLEY blew Punta Gorda literally off the map. The town lost 
the high school, 5 elementary schools, the mall in the center, 

12,000 homes were 
destroyed and the Isles 
Yacht Club was flattened. 
The Club continued 
operation in a large tent 
and then in 5 mobiles joined 
together until the NEW 
ISLES YACHT CLUB was 
opened 2 1/2 years ago.

We look forward to hosting the 2011 
Winter Regional Meeting...

You will be arriving at PEAK season not only for the CLUB but Punta Gorda as well. The main feature in town 
will be the Wine and Jazz  festival held in the park.  This has become a nationally recognized event and folks 
come from all over the country.  The town will be crowded. 

We have many fine restaurants and you will be provided a list .  On Saturday the Club will be featuring the 
Isle-ettes Annual Luncheon and Fashion Show. We have reserved a block of 25 tickets for any of the ladies 
that wish to attend. Cost is $30. Cut off date is January 22nd for reservations. 

The new IYC has two large buildings and IOBG events will be held on the Patio and the Bridge Building for 
day events. Evening events will be in the Clubs Grille Room and Main Dining Room.  This being Florida we 
wear Summer uniforms for most events and Blue Blazers, Ties & Whites  for  Saturday Dinner and Dance.

Sunday we present a wonderful buffet starting at 9 - 1:00 PM.  In the afternoon two NFL games are 
presented with appropriate snack etc. 

The Club is closed Sunday evening and Monday.  We do have a swimming pool and excellent Hard-Tru tennis 
courts.  Our famous Fisherman's Village is within walking distance of IYC. The village has a number of fine 
restaurants and many shops.

We are served by three Airports.  Punta Gorda has a recognized airport with several airlines providing 
commercial flights from selected areas.  Ft. Myers - Regional Southwest Airport - is 26 miles south.  All major 
airlines fly to RSW.  Sarasota also provides some flights but on a more limited basis.

The Four Points  Sheraton is located on Charlotte Harbor and is a 
new hotel.  We have reserved 25 rooms but due to all the festivities 
that weekend the reservation cut-off date is January 22nd.  The rate 
is $109.00 per night plus taxes. When you make your reservation use 
"IOBG CONFERENCE".

We look forward to an enjoyable weekend. 

Our Club Manager is Jake Williams (941-639-7551) 
or jwilliams@islesyc.com

Any questions?  You may contact me at  kiahuna2@comcast.net or 
941-637-0062
 
Charles Martoglio Page 10



Friday, February 18th

IOBG Executive Board Meeting 9:00 AM ‐ 12:00 PM IYC ‐ Bridge Room
IOBGA General Meeting 9:00 AM ‐ 12:00 PM IYC ‐ Bridge Building
Lunch 12:00 ‐ 1:00 PM Grille Room
Humanitarian Foundation Meeting 1:00 ‐ 4:00 PM IYC ‐ Bridge Room
Registration 3:00 ‐ 5:30 PM Isles Yacht Club
Happy Hour ‐ Reception & 5:30 ‐ 7:00 PM Grille Room
Dinner Buffet Main Dining Room

Saturday, February 19th (Dress of the Day ‐ Whites, No Blazers or Ties)

Coffee & Pastries 9:00 AM

IOBG Meeting 10:00 AM ‐ 12:00 PM IYC ‐ Bridge Building
BBQ Lunch 12:00 ‐ 1:00 PM Patio
District 8 Meeting 1:00 ‐ 3:00 PM IYC ‐ Bridge Building
Reception 6:00 ‐ 7:00 PM Grille Room
Dinner and Dancing 7:00 ‐ ? Main Dining Room
(Blue Blazer, Ties, Whites)

Sunday, February 20th

Sunday Buffet Brunch 9:00 AM ‐ 1:00 PM
(NFL Games Start) 2:00 PM

Saturday ‐ The Isle‐ettes will be holding their Annual Lunch & Fashion Show.  We have reserved a block of 
25 tickets ($30) for the ladies.

Isles Yacht Club General Manager:   Jake Williams at jwilliams@islesyc.com
Chairman:  Charles Martoglio at kiahuna2@comcast.net

International Order of the Blue Gavel
2011 Winter Regional Meeting      February 18‐20, 2011

(Held in Conjunction with the District 8 Winter Meeting)

Hosted by: Accommodations:

Isles Yacht Club Four Points by Sheraton, Punta Gorda Harborside
1780 West Marion Avenue 33 Tamiami Trail
Punta Gorda, FL  33950 Punta Gorda, FL  33950

941‐639‐7551 941‐637‐6770
iyc@islesyc.com 941‐673‐6775 (Fax)

Mention “IOBG CONFERENCE” for the special rate of $109.00 per night 
Reservation Deadline:  No Later Than January 22, 2011

Events Schedule



International Order of the Blue Gavel
2011 Winter Regional Meeting              February 18‐20, 2011

(Held in Conjunction with the District 8 Winter Meeting)

Hosted by:
Isles Yacht Club

1780 West Marion Avenue                                                Punta Gorda, FL  33950
941‐639‐7551  iyc@islesyc.com

Please make checks payable to: ISLES YACHT CLUB and send this entire form to:

Charles Martoglio
180 Hibiscus Dr.  #112
Punta Gorda, FL  33950

District Number________  Office Held________________________

NAME__________________________________________    SPOUSE/GUEST____________________

ADDRESS________________________________________ CITY______________________________

STATE___________    ZIP CODE______________         PHONE:  (         ) ____________________

EMAIL ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest is a member of IOBG________      IOBGA________

February is prime/peak season in Florida.  There will many events taking place in the area.  You will 
receive further information upon arrival.  Due to it being peak season, please make sure to have your 
hotel and Isle‐ette reservations in no later than JANUARY 22nd.

No Persons Event Cost Total

Friday, February 18th
Reception (Cash Bar)
Friday Night Soup & Salad Bar with Pasta  _________ $20.00 $_________

Saturday, February 19th
Coffee & Pastries _________ $6.25 $_________

BBQ Lunch _________ $17.50 $_________

Isle‐ettes Lunch & Fashion Show _________ $30.00 $_________

Dinner & Dancing _________ $60.00 $_________

(Dinner Salad, Surf & Turf , Dessert ‐ IYC is famous for crab cakes)

Sunday, February 20th
Breakfast Buffet _________ $16.20 $_________

           TOTAL $_________
Page 12
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October 21, 2010 issue of the "Alameda Sun"

Press Release:

Encinal Yacht Club is hosting the annual meeting of The International 
Order of the Blue Gavel (IOBG) from October 20th to the 24th.  

IOBG is an association of Past Commodores from recognized yacht 
clubs.  The association recognizes Past Commodores of the international 
yachting community and unites them in order to promote the highest 
ideals of yachting and preserve its customs and traditions through social, 
educational and humanitarian programs.

Membership in the IOBG is by invitation.  At present there are IOBG members in the United States, 
Canada, England, New Zealand, Japan, Mexico, the Philippines and the Marshall Islands.

The IOBG Humanitarian Foundation raises funds for boating related activities such as junior sailing, 
handicapped sailing, sea scouts, and handicapped veteran boating. Locally, the IOBG Humanitarian 
Foundation has funded part of the PICYA (Pacific Inter-Club Yachting Association) Annual Wheelchair 
regatta at Encinal Yacht Club; and an all-girl Sea Scout troop in Rio Vista, CA.

Vern Bendsen is a member of Encinal Yacht Club.  He is being installed as the International President at 
the meeting.  Bendsen is an avid boater.  He and his wife, Linda, have over 4,000 documented hours on 
their 36 foot trawler, cruising San Francisco Bay and the Delta.
He is a Past Commodore of Solano and Ben Ali Shrine Yacht Clubs; and a Past Commodore of the Pacific 
Inter Club Yachting Association (PICYA)

For the Annual Meeting Blue Gavel members will travel from Canada, England and from all areas of the 
United States. On Thursday members will be touring the USS Hornet aircraft carrier; Friday will find them 
cruising on the San Francisco Bay on local Blue Gavel members' boats.

Encinal Yacht Club will be providing the meeting rooms for Thursday through Saturday meetings, the 
Thursday and Friday dinners; as well as the Saturday night formal installation and dinner dance.

Telephone numbers and addersses of members are protected by the Privacy Act of 
1974.  As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers 
shall not be made available to the general public or any outside organization.  
Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled.

The publication of these rosters, addresses and telephone numbers on any 
computer on-line service including the Internet is prohibited by the 1974 Privacy Act.



Annual
Meeting

October
22-24
2010

Encinal
Yacht 
Club

Alameda
CA
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Presented byPastPresident  Jerry Rudd

Past President’s Award for Outstanding Service
We who have had the privilege of serving the International Order of the Blue Gavel  over the years have 
all seen the outstanding service of a few particularly noteworthy individuals.   It has been our deep 
pleasure to have served with them, and our concern that there was no vehicle for recognizing their 
significant contribution to the furthering of the goals of the organization and,  indeed,  to the Blue Gavel 
itself.
 

Therefore, on behalf of all the Past Presidents of the International Order of the Blue Gavel,. the Past 
President sitting on the Executive Committee, presents to the International Order of the Blue Gavel this 
"Deed of Gift" for an award to be known as the "Past President's Award for Outstanding Service".

Carol Promessi, our First Female President is a hard 
working dictated member of the International Order of 
the Blue Gavel. Here’s a brief out line of her 
accomplishments:
1992 – District 19 - started through the chairs and was 
their Director in 1997
1999 – Was Southwestern Vice President for three 
years running. Held seminars twice a year instrumental 
in restarting District 16 and helping Districts 10 and 11 
to become more active, as well as attending all Districts 
including Hawaii events/meetings. 
Carol, Peggy Gregory and Sue Brauner were 
responsible the first Roster Book which consist of a list 
of the Officers, Directors & Members for publication for 
all the Current Officers. She also compiled the updates 
of elected and appointed Officers for publication in the 
LOG newsletter.
In 2007 she took on the challenge to become the first lady to go though the IOBG chairs to become our 
President, receiving letters of recognition and congratulations from the Governor of California, Senators, 
Representative from her District plus the Assembly of California. As President she initiated regional meetings 
in Districts that were foundering and helped to revitalize them. She Initiated a letter of understanding with the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and the US Power Squadron establishing a program of education for all Chapters to 
get involved with boater education.
Now she is serving as Vice President of the IOBG Humanitarian Foundation and I predict her involvement will 
be of great value.
It is a great honor to present the Past President Award to Carol Promessi, thank you for all that you have 
done and will do for the IOBG.
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Thank you to our 
contributing photographers...

Mike Billington

Mary Nye Meyers

Marybeth Thayer

Past President’s Award for Outstanding Service - Continued...

I take great pride in presenting Marybeth Thayer with 
the Past President award this year.

In 1991 Marybeth joined IOBG-A and was District 15 
IOBG-A President, she moved on to become IOBG-A 
Southwestern Director.  Many of you know 
Marybeth’s love of regular Pepsi, she claims that her 
consumption of this cocktail cause strange things to 
happen to her. In 2004 she became Commodore of 
Santa Margarita Yacht Club of 
California and a member of the 
International Order of Blue Gavel 
in December of 2004. That was 
just the beginning; in 2007 she 
was appointed to the position of 
Recording Secretary and to this 
day still is.  She has worked with 
five IOBG Executive Boards and 
five IOBG Presidents. 

For any of you who have held a position as Secretary, you know it can be a difficult task, with very little 
recognition of the time and effort it takes to do a good job. Marybeth has done an outstanding job with 
keeping records straight.  Our hats are off to you and this PEPSI is for you.  Thank you Marybeth.  I take 
great pride in presenting Marybeth Thayer with the Past President award this year.
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Appreciation Plaque to Palm Coast YC

US Sailing Representative Report       
by Bill Thayer

An elaborate Opening Day Ceremony kicked off the first ever Youth Olympic Games in August in 
Singapore with 82 athletes representing the U.S. Youth Olympic Team in 18 sports.  The games ran 
through August 25th.

The 8th Annual C. Thomas Clagett, Jr Regatta for Sailors with Disabilities was sailed 25 and 26 August 
with a slight rearrangement of the competition due to 29 knot gust at Sail Newport in Rhode Island.

Nominations were accepted for the Gay S. Lynn Memorial Trophy for a person or an organization that 
had made an outstanding contribution to disabled sailors and the sport of sailing for disabled sailors.

US Sailing has partnered with HTH Global Worldwide and Allen Financial Group to offer US Sailing 
Members a healthcare program designed specifically for sailors.  Eligible members include:

Certified Instructors
US Sailing Team Members

Collegiate Sailors
Professional Sailors

International Cruising Sailors

Charlie Leighton retired as US Sailing's Executive Director in October.  Jack Gierhart was named 
Acting Executive Director.

Elections began for the 2011 Board of Directors via e-mail for members.  Results will be announced at 
the Annual Meeting in Phoenix 20 to 23 October. Nominations opened to the membership for 
Yachtsman and Yachtswoman of the Year.

The Medalist Report Published on 4 September is the official newsletter of the US Olympic Sailing Team 
program and US Sailing Team Alpha Graphics.  Super info on the competitive teams in Olympic and 
Paralympics class events

Embroidery Factory
c/o Shirley & Les Housley
6000A Egret Court
Benicia, California   94510
Tel:   (707) 746-7625
Fax:  (707) 746-7685
e-mail: Customerservice@
embroideryfactory.com

Pierside Promotions
c/o David Kutz
23911 Newell Lane NE
Kingston, Washington  98346
Telephone:  (360) 297-2935
Cell: 360-271-1105
Fax: 866-239-2070
e-mail:  PiersidePromos@aol.com
www.piersidepromos.com

Yachta Lettering
c/o Paul and Lynn Erb
13 Dori Lane
Barnegat, New Jersey  08005
Telephone:  (609) 698-6735
Fax:  M/W/F:  (609) 698-6735
e-mail: yachtalettering@comcast.net 
www.companycasuals.com

   IOBG and  IOBGA
Clothing and Accessories                       Approved Vendors
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The local auxiliary was extremely busy October 7 -10 while the City of San Francisco hosted the Blue 
Angels and Mother Airship Fat Albert Alone with a 747 from United Air Lines. and many others.
 
Our responsibility was to aid in maintaining a 
safety zone called  "The Box"for the flyovers 
of small planes and the Blue Angels.  Our 
mobile radio units were liaison between the 
Air Boss who was in charge of the air show 
and the Coast Guard.

My flotilla provided radio communications 
between the Municipal Pier in San Francisco 
and the Coast Guard cutters patrolling in the 
San Francisco Bay along with several local 
police, sheriff, and fireboats and many 
Auxiliary boats which lined along the four 
sides of The BOX.
 
Our district has been very busy teaching 
Safe boating classes.

By Larry Draper
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Submitted by David Kutz, IOBG Delegate& NBF Secretary

The Fall meeting of the National Boating Federation (NBF) was held on October 2, 2010, at the Doubletree 
Inn in Annapolis, Maryland.

Founded in 1966, NBF is composed of a large nationwide alliance of recreational boating organizations 
and members.  These people represent all aspects of recreational boating activities. NBF represents no 
commercial interests and speaks for 2 million boaters nationwide. The National Boating Federation has 23 
Boating Organization Regular Members, which includes the IOBG. 

In addition to the regular members, NBF membership is comprised of several hundred individual members, 
70 yacht clubs, and 30 industry associate members.  Distribution of NBF's newsletter “The Lookout” 
serves to keep recreational boaters and industry leaders appraised of current events effecting boating 
on the national level.

NBF is an all volunteer watchdog and educational organization that works on national boating issues in 
Washington, D.C. in conjunction with USCG, NOAA, Army Corps of Engineers, EPA, Wallop-Breaux Trust 
Funds (our fuel taxes), FCC (Marine Radio) and the Halls of Congress.

Your Officers serving on the NBF Executive Committee consist of the following boaters who 
are completing their 2010 Terms of Office:

President Thomas M. Dogan Lake Michigan Yachting Association
Vice President Fred W. Poppe Chicago Yachting Association
Legislative Director Earl M. Waesche Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association
Secretary David J. Kutz Recreational Boating Association of WA & IOBG
Treasurer Everette L. Tucker, Jr. Coast Guard Auxiliary Association

Executive Committee:
Jimmie Homberg Sea Scouts, Boy Scouts of America
John Onacilla, Jr Greater Cleveland Boating Association
James Muldoon United States Sailing Association
Robert Williams Pennsylvania Boating Association
Joe Orth Potomic River Yacht Club Assn.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Reported By Earl Waesche, Legislative Director

Last LORAN-C Station Decommissioned
The US Coast Guard held a decommissioning ceremony for its last Long Range Aids to Navigation 
(LORAN) station in Caribou, Maine, on Wednesday, September 1, 2010.  The LORAN program was 
initiated during WW II to provide critical navigation aids to the Allied forces.  The service was expanded 
and enhanced many times over the years.   While GPS units are generally more accurate, they are subject 
to jamming and interference.  The termination of the LORAN-C program came about via the enactment of 
the fiscal year 2010 Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  NBF was successful for many years in 
overcoming efforts to end LORAN operations, arguing that LORAN provided a complement to and 
necessary backup for GPS.  In the long run budgetary considerations and our growing national debt won 
out.  As reported by the USCG, LORAN Station Caribou has the distinction of being the last station to 
transmit an American Loran signal, thus ending the 67 year LORAN-C program.



GPS INFRACTURE UPGRADES PROPOSED: 
Earl presented an e-mail report from the House Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs 
titled "Global Positioning System:  Challenges in Sustaining and Upgrading Capabilities Persist."  The 
subcommittee wants to ensure that the DOD devote resources necessary for the sustainment, 
improvement, and coordination of GPS capabilities..  There is congressional concern that GPS has become 
outdated and it's infrastructure has degraded.  Continued delays in new satellites and ground systems 
threaten the accuracy of GPS.  They are worried the system is vulnerable and not as reliable to the military 
and first responders as should be.  More to follow on what transpires with the possible upgrading efforts 
of GPS.

S. 3372 - A bill which extends until December 18, 2013, provisions prohibiting the EPA Administrator, or 
a state with a pollutant discharge permit program under the Clean Water Act, from requiring a permit for a 
covered vessel (a vessel that is less than 79 feet or a fishing vessel) for any discharge: (1) of affluent 
from properly operating marine engines; (2) of laundry, shower, and galley sink wastes; or (3) that is 
incidental to the normal operation of a covered vessel.  The bill has passed the House and Senate and 
was signed by the President on 30 July 2010.  With the bill's passage, this is indeed good news for the 
boating community since it postpones the date in which further involvement with the state and Federal 
bureaucracy would be required.

This was very important to NBF that the bill passed as it would negatively affect all boaters without 
renewal. Tom Dogan wrote a letter of support on behalf of NBF.

Hearings on E15 Ethanol and EPA Decision Appear Unlikely
In spite of many letters from industry, NBF and many of our member organizations, to the relevant Senate 
and House committees requesting hearings, the  Boaters and Industry request for hearing was not  
granted.  The EPA has completed testing of on-road motor vehicles (not marine engines) and was 
expected to announced their decision on the request for approval of E15 without any hearing.

On October 13 the EPA announced, as expected, limited approval for the sale of gasoline containing up to 
15% ethanol (E15) for model year 2007 and newer motor vehicles. This decision excludes marine engines 
and other non-road engines. However the Marine industry is concerned that EPA does not plan to take 
significant steps to address problems with consumer confusion and the risk of misfueling boats at gas 
stations.  EPA will also not take action to ensure compatible fuels remain available for the nation's 13 million 
registered boat owners.
Boaters have been actively engaging Congress and the Administration on this issue, submitting more than 
30,000 comments to the EPA and contributing to the more than 26,000 emails to President Obama 
requesting that studies on all gasoline-powered engines be completed before allowing E15.
The Marine Industry and Boating Organizations, including NBF, are extremely disappointed that EPA is 
allowing this fuel to enter the market without the appropriate scientific data or consumer and environmental 
safeguards. This decision creates a significant risk of misfueling for the nation's 66 million boaters who will 
be left 'holding the bag' for performance issues and expensive repairs. It appears the EPA has decided to 
move forward with a fuel that will increase air pollution and damage hundreds of millions of existing 
products.
In the coming months, the NMMA will lead a review of EPA's pump label rulemaking and explore additional 
options to protect the boating community.

DHS - Small Vessel Security Update 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued a Small Vessel Security Update.  Among other things, 
it reports on operational concepts and technologies to detect and thwart the transport of nuclear materials 
by small vessels and use of America's Waterway Watch (AWW) and related programs to expand citizen 
awareness and involvement.  On the subject of AWW, NBF just sent a letter to Senator Susan Collins, 
Ranking Member of the Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee, in support of legislation she 
has introduced for the reauthorization of AWW under the SAFE Port Act of 2010.
UPDATE:  We have just learned that the new Coast Guard Authorizational Budget has allocated a 
substantial amount of money to improve and expand America's Waterway Watch.  We'll soon learn what 
the Coast Guard has planned for this expansion. Page 20
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EPA - MSD Performance Standards - The EPA issued a notice stating that it received a petition and a 
request for rulemaking under section 312 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA).  The 
petition seeks revision of the regulation establishing performance standards for vessel sewage treatment 
devices, commonly referred to as marine sanitation devices (MSDs).  The petition also requests that the 
EPA establish monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting requirements to ensure compliance with the 
performance standards.  The EPA is particularly interested regarding: (1) the universe of vessels 
operating on navigable waters that use sewage treatment devices; (2) technical information on the 
performance, effectiveness, and costs of MSDs, including performance testing data; (3) suggestions on 
what, if any changes to the performance standards might be appropriate; and (4) information on 
monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting approaches for vessel sewage discharges.  75 Fed. Reg. 39683 
(July 12, 2010).

NBF AWARDED PARTNERSHIP BOATING GRANT FROM THE U.S. COAST GUARD
NBF pleased to announce we qualified for a Partnership Grant and approval to receive money to attend 
outside boating safety meetings.  Thanks go to Jim Muldoon, Ev Tucker, Marlene Barrington, and Joe Orth 
for their valuable efforts in acquiring this grant.

The purpose of the Grant is to promote partnerships and communications in boating safety with a clear 
objective  to increase exchange of boating safety activities with NBF members and other organizations.  
The grant is intended to help fund our involvement in outside meetings with related organizations to 
promote boating safety.

The grant to NBF is $24,000 for lump sum payment soon to be received. With the proper paperwork and 
approvals from our Grant administrators (Marlene Barrington and Ev Tucker), the grant would conceivably 
allow funding for our appointed Delegates from any member organization to attend a pertinent boating 
safety meeting in an area.  NBF has the discretion of sending any volunteer we choose as long as the 
Delegate reports back to NBF and benefit is received.

2010 NASBLA REPORT
NASBLA (NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOATING LAW ADMINISTRATORS)
Delegate Ev Tucker reported on the recent NASBLA Conference:

Paddlecraft education standards are completed and posted on NASBLA website.
On the water skills training is being heavily considered by NASBLA to be conducted by USPS. Much work 
needs to be done to implement the training and procedures as a standard the varied states can apply.
Cutoff switches will soon be required by all boaters in certain watercraft - the  Proposed Rulemaking will 
be in the Federal Register soon.
Child inflatable PFD's will soon be approved and available with hope to increase PFD wear.
Mandatory PFD for boats of 21 ft. is being attempted by the Coast Guard on a national level.  The 
requirements will likely be settled at 16' and under.  Most states are not in favor of setting their own 
regulations on the state level and looking to the Coast Guard to take the initiative (and heat).
The Army Corps Of Engineers program for mandatory PFD has improved PFD wear rate to 70% on their 
required lakes.  The Corps is leaning toward implementation on ALL their lakes.

NBF WEBSITE:   www.n-b-f.org
The NBF website is alive and well and managed by boating website guru Mary Nye Meyers under the 
direction of Marlene Barrington.  Mary just received approval for an upgrade to the site to modernize and 
make it more web friendly.  

FUTURE NBF MEETINGS
Spring Meeting 2011 - March 25 & 26, 2011 - Tentatively in San Diego.  Margot Brown is making the 
arrangements.
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Districts 1, 2, 4, 5 & 24

Northwestern V.P.

Art Kovarnik
Hope all is well and you're making your plans for the upcoming holidays.  I'm very 
happy with the new bridge that was installed at the Annual  meeting in Oakland, 
CA and I think we're going to have some great changes this up coming year. 
particularly with better communications throughout the organization.
  

Winter is coming so I'll be heading South in a few days.  I'll have access to the computer and my phone is 
always on if you need anything or have questions. Please e-mail or call and I'll try helping anyway I possibly 
can. Hope everyone has a good winter and a very happy Holiday season.

District #1 just had its change of watch September 24th with new officers being installed and there were   6 
new members brought in to District #1.  This is a great group of Officers for the upcoming year and they 
have many things planned for members this coming year. 

District#5 held their Change of Watch on October 20th at the Portland Yacht Club and elected their bridge for 
2010/2011. The District had 8 new members taking the oath. This District is a hard working group. They are 
already putting plans together for the June Spring meeting and Knighting. 
Officers are:

Director Ira Nies; President   Ron Timmerman; 1st Vice President Bill McKinney

They have also installed two (2) trustees this term. Ron Timmerman and a few of their members have driven 
down to Oakland from Portland to be with us for this meeting. Thank you

Our District 1 Change of Watch was held on Sept. 24 & 25th in the historic 
maritime town of Gig Harbor, Washington.  A good time was had by all and with a 
Margaritaville flair.  Our featured parrothead trop-rock entertainer was Dave 
Calhoun, who's late father was a Past International IOBG President in 1970. 

We are already planning ahead to our Spring Meeting 2011 to be held in Clarkston, WA, on the Snake River 
and hosted by our newest Charter Club, Hells Canyon Boat Club.  By consensus, the date has been 
scheduled for April 15, 16, 17, 2011 - the traditional IOBG 3rd Weekend of April.

District 1 is pleased to announce the following Past Commodores to our new administration for 2011:

President - David Kutz (Kingston Cove Yacht Club)
1st Vice President - Phil Osterli (Poulsbo Yacht Club)
2nd Vice President - Andy Gano (Carling Yacht Club)
Secretary - Louise Condon (Rainier Yacht Club)
Treasurer - Ullie Marquarhdt (Spokane Yacht Club)
Past President - Robert Weber (Des Moines Yacht Club)
Executive Secretary - Louise Condon (Rainier Yacht Club)
Supply Officer - Jackie Rudd (Totem Yacht Club)
Newsletter Editor - Mary Nye Meyers (Corinthian YC of Tacoma)
District Director - Robert Weber (Des Moines Yacht Club)
Alt. District Director - Mary Nye Meyers (Corinthian YC of Tacoma)
Northwest V.P. - Art Kovarnik (Brownsville Yacht Club)

David Kutz, Dist. Presidient
District 1
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This past year since October of 2009 until now has been an absolutely fantastic 
year for District 5. At the annual meeting last year three new officers were 
elected, the Executive Board was put in place and a Gung - Hoe attitude was 
adopted by the new officers. Since then its been upward and onward. Board 
meetings have been held every month, Bylaws were revised and a membership 
drive was directed by the newly elected President Ron Timmerman, a P/C of the 

Portland Yacht Club.  Membership grew from twenty seven in October 2009 to fifty-four by June of 2010 
representing an increase of one hundred percent. With continuing efforts to improve and promote the District 
an all new Membership Roster was published and the newsletter, Columbia Current, that had not been 
published for a few years was brought back to life by Vice President Bill McKinney.

With an enthusiastic Board District 5 has participated in several activities and events in 2010 beginning in 
March with the Spring Social, the first membership event of the year.  Several new members were sworn in 
by Jerry Rudd, Immediate IOBG Past President and District 5 President Ron Timmerman.  The event was well 
attended and we were very happy with the outcome. 

In April District 5 participated in a joint meeting with Blue Gavel District 1 in Kennewick, WA.  Next, a Clean-Up 
Cruise to a public landing in the Portland area where several District 5 members cleaned picnic areas, rebuilt 
horse shoe pits and power washed and repaired the dock. This was the fifth year District 5 has done this 
and they signed a contract to do it another five years. This has been a great way to contribute to the Portland 
area boating community.

With June came the IOBG Regional meeting linked with the Portland Royal Rosarians Rose Festival. Incoming 
IOBG President Vern Bendsen was Knighted at the Rosarians Knighting ceremony and IOBG was well 
represented at the Rosarians Grand Ball and at the Portland Rose Festival parade. This parade is second only 
to the Rose Parade in Pasadena, CA. As part of the Rose Festival three District 5 officers, President Ron 
Timmerman, VP Bill McKinney and Secretary Jerry Miller were invited to board a US Coast Guard ship as it 
cruised into downtown Portland along with other US Coast Guard, US Navy, and Canadian Naval ships as is 
the tradition for the Rose Festival. This was a first for District 5. IOBG activities were hosted by the Portland 
Yacht Club and the Tyee Yacht Club. IOBG has held the Regional Meeting in Portland for the past forty-six 
years and we are pleased to have been selected to host it again in 2011.

District 5 has actively continued to raise money for the local Sea Scouts to help refurbish a boat. A check 
was presented to The Daughters of Neptune, a court of young ladies sponsored by District area yacht clubs 
and a check will be presented to the IOBG Humanitarian Foundation at the annual meeting in October.

The annual Change of Watch meeting was October 13th this year and all hands were on deck making 
preparations. The Portland Yacht Club, that had nineteen Blue Gavel members, hosted this event after which 
ten District 5 members attended the IOBG Annual Meeting in Oakland, CA on the 24th of October.

For the first time in several years District 5 has rekindled the spirit of Blue Gavel and is changing the attitudes 
of many Past Commodores who have not been interested previously. The President, Vice President and 
Secretary have all agreed to continue in their respective positions for one more year with the belief that a 
more solid foundation will be formed to build the future of District 5.   

Bill McKinney, Vice Pres.

District 5
Submitted By:

Ira Nies, DistrictDirector

Officers elected for 2011 left to right: Trustee Erik Runyan P/C CRYC,  District Director Ira Nies P/C CRYC, 
Past IOBG President, Treasurer Steve Adkins P/C NOTS, Vice President Bill McKinney P/C CRYC, Secretary 
Jerry Miller P/C PYC, Supply Officer Joe Crawford P/C Tyee YC, President Ron Timmerman P/C PYC, 
Trustee Dick Dyer P/C Rose City YC, (not shown) Bob Getty P/C MCYC (not shown)



Districts 6, 10, 11,14,15,16, 19, 21

Southwestern V.P.

Gary McGrath

I would to take this opportunity to thank Districts 19 and 14 for their fundraising efforts on behalf of Vern 
Bendsen's Inauguration.  First, I would like to thank Herman Meyer for his Wine Tasting and Barbeque function 
that he ran for two years and which he contributed all the food and beverage so all donations went directly 
to the campaign fund.  Next, I would like to thank John Anthony for putting on a Lobster Feed and a Prime Rib 
Dinner fundraiser at the Driftwood YC to benefit Vern's campaign.  And last but not the least I would like to 
thank the Ebony Boat Club for their Soul Food Fundraiser which everyone raved about.  Not to be outdone, 
District 14 put on their own Fundraiser for Vern with a Wine Tasting Brunch, which was joined by many 
members of District 19.
  
 I would like to commend Districts 15 and 16 for their efforts and support of scholarship programs and District 
21 for bringing in a new Chapter (Orange Coast Sailing Association). As you can see, the Southwestern 
Area has been busy, however the Area has lost a net 16 members from the 2009 roster count.  While this 
may not seem significant, it is, because the 2009 count was lower than the 2008 member count.  We can all 
look around and give various reasons for this decrease, but are they reasons or excuses.

We are getting new members each year, but our attrition is offsetting the new members.  RETENTION is our 
main problem and that needs to be addressed.  I think we need to get back to basics.  Why did we all join 
IOBG?  I sometimes think that we overlook the basic idea of Blue Gavel, which is to have fun and 
camaraderie with other Past Commodores as well as enjoy boating.  But at the same time we have to conduct 
business, so we have got to get creative to do both and still make our members want to attend.

I raise this issue because it is once again time to send out membership renewals and I feel that we need to 
make a concentrated effort to regain and retain those delinquent members.  You can all start by creating 
some new functions for your Districts and then sending the calendar of events along with your renewals.  
Then send not one but three notices as well as individual phone calls to those members you feel a need for 
personal contact.  Emails are fine, but snail mail and personal contact is also needed if we are to regain those 
lost members.  

Let us make the year 2011 our comeback membership year.
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George Demos, Dist. Director
District 10

Having so many successful events in 2009, we were inspired to schedule even more events for 2010.  Our 
February 14th Valentine dinner was held at the Seal Beach Naval Weapons Station.  April 18 many members 
gathered at the HHYC for brunch.  May 15 member Bill Wheeler organized an incredible wine-pairing event 
and it was also held at HHYC.  $400.00 was donated to IOBGHF.

We celebrated 4th of July by trekking to the Hollywood Bowl for the spectacular Los Angeles Philharmonic 
(joined by the Air Force Band of the Golden West) and fireworks spectacular.  Also in July we participated in 
the Long Beach Charity Regatta Breakfast and Swap Meet.

We all enjoyed a BBQ at the Cerritos Bahia Yacht Club on August 8, followed quickly on August 21st by 
another BBQ at the Navy YC Long Beach.  September 4 - Hollywood Bowl with “Earth, Wind & Fire” ; 
September 25 - Whole Pig Roast at Navy YC Long Beach; October 17 - Brunch at LBYC.  December 14 - 
Duffy Christmas Cruise of Huntington Harbour to see decorated homes.

We believe having so many terrific events for our members, plus an entertaining monthly newsletter, has had 
a very positive effect on membership recruitment.  Many Past Commodores have renewed their interest in 
District 10 and the “Class of 2009” joined quickly.  Our membership has doubled.

In addition to social events, we have also been able to assist in charitable activities within the community.  
District 10 is “alive and well”

The District 10 website has been published.  The address is:  http://www.iobg-district10.org/.  IOBG 
members may access our web site and read our newsletters for the past year and learn of our activities.  
This was the creation of our President LaVon Plumlee.

Rosalie Davis-Green, Dist. Director
District 11

District 11 had a good year despite some challenges. Membership held steady at 117 including 12 new 
inductions.  We lost an equivalent number through illness and death.

We had 6 activities with an average attendance of 33 per activity.  The winter wine tasting brought out the 
largest number.  The three summer weeknight Windy-Ques (barbeques) bring out the greatest variety of 
members.  This up coming year a competition among Chapters is planned with an award to the Chapter with 
the most members in attendance. 

Now 90% of the members have email which facilitates more efficient and inexpensive communication.  Two 
years ago we began using evite computer invitations to invite members to all activities except installation.  It 
allows the members to see who is attending activities which has the effect of influencing members to attend 
because someone they haven’t seen in a a long time in attending.  Those that don’t have email are snail 
mailed so they aren’t left out.

All our activities raise funds for our Jr. Sailor Scholarship Fund to send needy junior sailors to a local yacht 
club summer sailing program.

Our Treasurer Lynne Hammett passed away in May.  She was an active member who held many offices in 
the District and was an informal information/communication conduit for the members.  She sent out get well 
cards and sympathy cards on behalf fo the District.  She did a lot of telephone outreach to members 
encouraging members to come out for events.  Her absence has been felt broadly throughtout the District.
Members have stepped up to take on her roles in 2011.
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Lenworth Gordon, Dist. Director

District 14
This year was a special year for IOBG, District-14. We had the privilege of 
being supported by Sir Vern Bendsen to actualize our vision and increase 
awareness of IOBG and the many contributions toward the advancement of 
recreational boating in the Bay Area and abroad. We were able to increase 
our numbers as we became more enthusiastic towards our annual 
scheduled activities.

This begs for me to regress back to June and explain 
why we’re blessed to have a celebrity to showcase 
our local Chapters. In the aftermath of the Oregon 
conference this year, I was able to report back to the 
District about the Knighting of Sir Vern Bendsen and 
the pageantry that accompanied the ceremonies. The 
excitement from describing the conference may have 
rested with Renee and myself alone, but we had 
wonderful stories to tell and pictures to share.  We 
derived a sense of value from that experience, we 
were able to garner a new perspective of 
discriminating information with Chapters in our 
District. This has created the kind of interest in IOBG 
in so much that as a Director I have been requested 
as a guest speaker at a D-14 yacht club’s dinner 
meeting.

Since our IOBG International Meeting 
visit to Maryland, in addition to the 
preparations for the October Rainbow; 
D-14 enjoyed the participation in the 
Summer Sailstice event at the Treasure 
Island Yacht Club, hosted by Latitude 
38. The entertainment, cuisine and 
exhibits were as pleasing as always. 
This year’s
added feature, was the building of the 
catamaran watercraft created for this 
single day sailing regatta entry. A group 
of young gentlemen sailors, dressed in 
jacket and neckties while they built and 
then sailed their craft in the regatta. 
Quite rewarding for the spectators, “I 
Must Say”.

We made our annual contributions to the Youth sailing programs and the Chispa Regattas. This years event, 
hosted by Pacific Inter Coastal Yachting Association was held at the Encinal Yacht Club. The 14th Annual 
Wheelchair Regatta was a smashing success this year. IOBG and IOBGA members showed their flags in 
large numbers as their vessels flanked the docks to receive their honored guests for a wonderful day on
the water with splendid weather. Many IOBG and IOBGA volunteers were also ashore preparing the BBQ 
feast for their enjoyment ashore. 

Of special interest; Metropolitan Yacht Club which was dormant for some 
time has been revived and their Commodore Lizette Collins 2010, was 
awarded the “Jo Bates Memorial Delegate of the Year Award” by Pacific 
Inter-Club Yachting Association for her outstanding service. Their desire is 
to be reinstated in Blue Gavel in the near future.
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Above in the background; LUCERO Olive Oil products, to the 
right, BERRESSA GAP wines. 

Photos right column: Top; Sir Vern Bendsen, Dr. Linda Bendsen, 
IOBG, D-14 VP Tony Shaffer. Middle; Guests from District 19 
with IOBGA’s International President, Lucy Anthony (right); 
Bottom D-14 Director, Lenworth Gordon and President Jane 
Brennan.

District 14 Continued...

Our annual joint IOBG and IOBGA Brunch this year (featured above) included a wine tasting and Olive Oil 
(products) tasting. This was a fund-raiser for Sir Vern Bendsen and the IOBG Annual Meeting conference 
in Alameda, Northern California. This event was special in every respect. The cuisine included flavors of 
many products from “Lucero” their olive oils, flavor fused vinegar and spreads. “Berressa Gap” vineyards 
provided the spirits for, and to compliment the cuisine, no pun intended... to satisfy the most discriminating 
palate.

Additionally, the celebrity status of Sir Bendsen, his ranking in IOBG as President elect, also brings to the 
Bay Area the honor of hosting the Annual IOBG Conference and his inauguration. This was not only a 

boost to the (locally involved) Yacht Clubs economy, but an opportunity 
for local Chapters to see first hand; the quality of activities and degree of 
fun shared among such a diverse international body.

In Loving Memory of Shirley Alft, who preceded me in this Office.  
Affectionately, Lenworth.



Bill Thayer, Alt. Dist. Director

District 15
Submitted By:

Eileen Van Winkle, Dist. Director

District 15 began the year with the annual Yacht Club Management Seminar 
held at Mission Bay Yacht Club in February.  This seminar has been 
presented for many years and has been well attended and very successful 
in its mission to instruct and guide yacht club Officers and Boards.

We held our Member Appreciation Day event in June, partnering with Chula Vista Yacht Club and Navy Yacht 
Club San Diego with a clambake and beach party held at Navy Yacht Club San Diego's area at Fiddlers Cove 
in the south bay.  The day featured  pit baked clams, red potatoes, ear corn and grilled chicken along with 
margaritas fresh squeezed lemonade and NYC's famous clubhouse beer tap.

July introduced our first annual wine and cheese tasting held at Silver Gate Yacht Club.  This was a two 
hour event with a professional wine expert along with our own wine connoisseur and consultant, Terry Van 
Winkle.  Each wine was introduced, tasted, origin explained and some wine trivia on each one.  We had a 
great crowd, very engaged, which made our raffle benefiting Recreational Boaters of California of Two 
Tickets to the Charger/Bears game with seats on the 45 Yard line and preferred parking, a great success.

The Santa Margarita Yacht Club Chapter held a beer, wine and cheese tasting at their clubhouse area at the 
Del Mar Marina on Camp Pendleton to benefit the clubs Youth Sailing Scholarship.  The home brewed beer 
was brought in by our own brew master, Jim Bordier along with his portable bar and taps. He also provided 
beer trivia to each table and discussed each beer as he poured.  The wine was bottled by P/C Linda Loftis' 
son Eric along with some special wines brought in by members. 

Seven cheeses were passed around the tables as the wines were being tasted.  Ending the tasting was a 
delicious menu of crisp salads, grilled chicken, halibut w/french bread and a Mediterranean pesto salad.  We 
also were in luck as the Silver Gate Yacht Club was rafted in the basin and as it was a holiday weekend 
they were able join us and return to San Diego on Monday.  Past Director Linda Loftis sponsors these 
scholarships and was the lead on this event.

Our final event in October was our Change 
of Watch held at Chula Vista Yacht Club.  We 
had an enjoyable evening with a fair number 
of members present.  International and 
District Treasurer Marshall Nemoy MC'd and 
handily dismissed the 2010 Board and swore 
in the 2011 Board.

District Director Eileen Van Winkle
District President Michele Wold
District Vice President Blanche Gunther
District Secretary Dave Lancaster
District Treasurer Marshall Nemoy  
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Submitted by Martha Langseth

District 16
District 16 kicked off the year with an installation breakfast at Harbour Island 
Yacht Club.  The wonderful brunch was well attended.  Installed for the 
2010 year were Gene Beville, Director; Nancy Rowe, President; Joyce 
Sheridan, Vice President; Teri Shepard, Secretary; Devra Hodge, Treasurer; 
and Dick Olsen, Supply Officer.

In April the Blue Gavel once again joined the annual boat parade for the Channel Islands harbor Opening Day 
festivities.  The weather was perfect and the seas were calm.  July’s BBQ was hosted by Channel Islands 
Yacht Club.  Attendance was high as this is a very popular event.

We are all looking forward to our next event, a dinner dance in December.  We are hoping for a good turnout 
and, no doubt, a lovely evening with a great meal, lively music and maybe a surprise visit from Santa.  We 
will be collecting both food and gifts for local needy families.

At the end of the year we are also deciding on where to place our scholarship monies.  In the past, we have 
awarded sailing scholarships to our Boys and Girls Club in Oxnard, and awarded sailing scholarships to the 
Pacific Corinthian Youth Foundation sailing program.

We are now in the process of selecting a slate of officers for the 2011 year, defining goals and projects.  
We are looking forward to increasing membership and participation in 2011.

Should you sail into one of our harbors, give us a holler and we’ll make you welcome.

     (775) 782-3380
     (800) 315-7485

Fax: (775) 782-4003

1380 Centerville Lane #32
Gardnerville, NV   89410-9715
Email:  Comsignia@aol.com
www.commodoreinsignia.com

IOBG Blazer emblems are authorized for sale by Commodore Insignia.  These emblems have the Blue Gavel Burgee on the 
left staff and the Commodore’s club on the right staff.  They are available in a white or black background and the price is 
$20.95 each plus shipping and tax.

BLAZER EMBLEMS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE AUXILIARY

To order:  Send this order form with a color sample of club burgee (business card or letterhead - we may have burgee on 
file) to Commodore Insignia.  You can telephone your order using  (800)-315-7485 or our Fax:  (775) 782-4003. 

             Quantity                Black          White    Unit Price                Total

IOBG Blazer Emblem

Auxiliary Blazer Emblem

Please Print

I am a paid up member of IOBG   District #__________YachtClub______________________________________Year______
            IOBGA District #__________

Signature______________________________________Ship to:   _______________________________________________

The above will be verified.                             _______________________________________________

Member will be billed for emblems when shipped.                   _______________________________________________

      Contact Phone Number:    _______________________________________________

  Email Addresses:     _______________________________________________



Joan Marsh-Clune, Dist. Director
District 19

District  19's primary focus all year truly culminates with Convention 2010 and installation of Vern Bendsen 
as International President.  Throughout the year there were several fundraising parties including a fantastic 
and delicious Soul Food Extravaganza organized and hosted by Past Commodores Otis and Marilyn Brock 
and Jim and Eddie Jo Mack along with Ann Dukes and the dedicated members of Ebony Boat Club.   
Driftwood Yacht Club, spearheaded by P/C John Anthony and IOBGA International President Lucy Anthony, 
hosted very successful and well-attended prime rib and lobster dinners.   District 19 President Herman 
Meyer and his wife Sue who is President of District 19 Auxiliary opened their ranch to members and guests 
for a terrific barbecue and swim party repeating the success they had hosting this event last year as well.

In addition to raising additional money to support the convention, these activities have brought out many 
members who might not otherwise have been as active this year.  The District is especially proud to have 
over 50 people registered to attend the various activities of the Annual meeting.

A second primary focus for District 19 was and continues to be support of the statewide California 
legislative advocacy program, Recreational Boaters of California (RBOC). This organization provides us with 
up to date information about legislative and regulatory issues that impact boating in the State.   In this state 
with year-round boating and a whole set of budgetary concerns and competing demands for water usage, 
our commitment this year has been to educate our members and, when appropriate, to ask for their active 
support of RBOC recommendations on critical issues.

A highlight of the year occurred in April at the newly re-
located Marina West Yacht Club where the District had its 
annual spring cruise and meeting.  We had a flagpole raising.  

Copying an idea first seen 
just a few weeks earlier at 
opening day activities at 
Marina Venice Yacht Club in 
District 11, Marina West 

members Ed Stetson, Jack McCarty and Richard Hardy took the mast and 
boom from Richard's soon to be scuttled sailboat and crafted the flagpole 
pictured here.   Pictured are a number of District 19 members helping in that 
final effort to set the pole in place and fly the flags for the first time. 
  
As the year comes to a close we are looking forward to the District's Change 
of Watch on November 6th which will be aboard a dinner cruise yacht 
cruising the West Delta area from Pittsburg (California).  On that evening we 
will install our new officers: President Pat Carson, Vice President Ray Mitchell, 
Secretary John Anthony and Treasurer Estella McGrath.  At that time I will turn 
over the duties of District Director to our current 2010 President Herman 
Meyer.   The Change of Watch will be followed the next morning by a meeting 
of the District leadership to plan calendar and events for 2011.
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Joel Kay
Districts 7, 9, 23, 25

N orthCentral V.P.

I want to first and foremost thank all the members of Districts 7, 9, 23 and 25 for 
allowing me to serve as your North Central Vice President this past year. It was 
truly a great experience that will be remembered for many years to come. I now 
have much clearer understanding and truly believe that this current board is 

working as one unit for the betterment of the organization. There is a belief of teamwork, unity and open 
communication between all. Communication being the most important change for the better. 

I strongly believe that Joel will  to do an outstanding job and continue with the work of making the International 
Order of the Blue Gavel a better organization. I will continue to work with all to help our growth on a local 
level with District 25.    Thank you to all.

Submitted by:
Tom Lyon, Past NCVP

As the newly elected North Central VP, I am honored to follow in the capable 
footsteps of Dee Ramsey and Tom Lyon. I will begin to be in touch with the 
District Directors of 7, 9, 23 and 25. I also plan to attend those Districts' meetings 
and events whenever possible. I can be reached via e-mail at: 
seawind@stratos.net; and cell phone at: 216-470-6141. 

 
During the months of February and March, I will be living in Siesta Key (Sarasota), Florida but will remain in 
touch via e-mail and cell phone. I look forward to meeting the officers and members of the Districts and wish 

The District has added an additional Vice President to its bridge: Deep South VP. Serving in this office 
beginning 2011 will be Larry Truthan from All Ports Yacht Club. I have addressed the District's planning to 
broaden its base in this part of the region at the 2008 and 2009 International Annual Meetings. At the District's 
2010 Annual Meeting, September 26, President Tony Durieux spoke about the potential effects of our 
continued involvement in the southern region of the District, and how important it is that we continue to show 
our presence there to the 31 members present at the meeting. The District is also going to try to establish a 
presence in the Pittsburgh, Pa. area, where there are 3 clubs located on the Ohio River and are part of the 
District.

I am Joel Kay, 2011 Advisor to the District Director.  My comments are a recap 
of those made at the Regional Meetings plus a synopsis of the District's 
Annual Meeting September 26.

District 7 comprises Chapters east of a line drawn north/south through Sandusky Bay, Ohio, and west of a 
line drawn north/south 25 miles east of Interstate 79 in Pennsylvania, south to Interstate 70 and west to the 
Ohio River, which is the southern boundary of the District.  The District is broken up into 8 areas, each of 
which is served by a Vice President.  These areas are: Cleveland Central, Cleveland West, Cleveland East, 
North East, North West, South Central, Deep South and Pennsylvania.

As of September 20, District 7 has 217 paid members. The District has had a busy schedule this year. District 
7 began the year with the President's Ball which was held in Cancun, Mexico, in February. On March 25, the 
District hosted its annual Blue Blazer- North event, which was held at the Penthouse party room at 1 
Bratenahl Place, thanks to District 7 Past President Neil Vanlfum and his wife, Sue. In attendance were 30 
prospective members from 14 clubs. President, Matt Schmidt installed 5 P/Cs that evening. On May 20, District 
7 hosted the Blue Blazer-South event held at Alum Creek Sailing Association. This event was held so as to 
strengthen the District's relationship with our clubs in the southern part of the region. 

District 7
Joel Kay, Past  Dist. Director
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Compared to 2009, during which District 23 hosted the Summer Meeting and added a 
new Chapter, Bayshore Yacht Club, the 2010 year was a relatively quiet one. The 
Bayshore Yacht Club Chapter added to its individual IOBG roster and the Flag Etiquette 
presentation was given during the Lake Michigan Catalina Assoc. annual rendezvous 

held at the Macatawa Bay YC, another IOBG Chapter. The Flag Etiquette presentation is an effective 
educational agent that can be used to preserve key yachting traditions, as well as, an effective way to 
promote the IOBG as our burgee is on every slide.

Historically District 23 has filled its leadership positions by appointments and volunteers who have generously 
given of their time and talents. The District has had no formal way to nominate and elect its officers or 
manage the District regarding terms of office, scheduled meetings, financial reporting, etc.  

District 23 has never before developed its own bylaws to structure and guide its operations. Accordingly, 
bylaws are now in the process of being developed. A preliminary draft is now before the District's officers 
and the IOBG Executive Committee for their review and comments. 

It's hoped that the bylaws will encourage more involvement in managing the District, enhance transparency, 
encourage more District activities, and facilitate growth in the District. Once the bylaws are in place we can 
then concentrate on growing the charter and membership base of the District.             

District 23
Pres. R.F. Sapita

District 25
Russell Skitch, Dist. Director

On October 24th District 25 met at the Mariners Boat Club for the General 
Membership meeting and its change of officers for 2011.  This year's President 
Sam Bileti is a long time member of IOBG and with his leadership we are 
hoping for a year of increased communication and involvement.

This summer District 25 suffered the loss of Treasurer Bob Zasada.  He had served in the position since 
2006 and will be missed.

Like previous years, we have teamed up with the Greater Cleveland Boating Association (GCBA) and the 
Interlake Yachting Association (ILYA) with their annual events, including the GCBA Pirate Rendezvous and 
golf outing. This event, held on the weekend of June 25, with the IOBG cocktail party on Saturday, June 26, 
was most successful. There were 119 boats docked in the basin filling it wall to wall. During the cocktail 
party, the District held a 50/50 raffle, the proceeds of which paid for the event. During the weekend of July 
30, ILYA hosted its annual boating event at Put-In-Bay. The cocktail party was held on July 31, this year 
hosted by District 7. The 3 districts of IOBG that border Put-In-Bay take turns hosting this event, which draws 
IOBG members numbering in the hundreds.

District 7 has continuously been part of the GCBA Annual Memorial Day event held at the USS COD, a WWII 
submarine docked in the Cleveland harbor. President Schmidt was among the 6 speakers at the event, and 
gave a moving speech about freedom.

The District held a Meet-and-Greet brunch at Erie Yacht Club in Erie, Pa. on May 2, and another similar event 
at the Sandusky Yacht Club on July 11. As in the past, these events were very successful and help keep 
IOBG District 7 an important part of our boating community.

Our Humanitarian Fund has provided boating activities to those who would not otherwise be able to take part 
in on-the-water programs such as Blind Sailors, Sea Scouts and those organizations that assist the disabled.

We have a very committed group of Vice Presidents, who are actively engaged in following their Chapters' 
annual events, as well as, attempting to reopen closed Chapters. Our latest attempt is the successful 
reopening of the Aladdin Mariners Chapter in Southern Ohio, and gaining 2 new members from there.

District 7
Joel Kay, Past  Dist. Director  - Continued
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District 3
Lewis Smith, Dist. Director

District 3's summer sail outing was hosted by the Tuscarora Yacht Club in Wilson, New York. Our beautiful 
summer weather blessed us with a spectacular day on Lake Ontario. After the sail, the Past Commodores 
and their mates provided a great barbecue. We had sixty in attendance.Thanks to all at Tuscarora who made 
the day special.

Our annual election meeting was held at the Buffalo Launch Club. There was a disappointing turnout and a 
number of our Chapters were not represented. There were no new Officers elected to District office. 

Our District President, Warren Schaefer, and our other Officers have done a really good job but we need 
some new blood. Maybe if we start thinking ahead to next year, when Marc Connelly from Tonawanda Island 
Yacht Club becomes International President, someone new will step up.

How does one replace a Regional VP?  While I do not really have “The” answer to that question, I can only 
start by saying “Thank You Chuck”.  As you have decided to continue the climb up the organizational ladder, it 
has given me the opportunity to try my hands at the next level myself.  I guess, as the Peter Principle I haven't 
yet found my level of incompetence and agreed to take on the duties of Northeastern V.P.  I have been 
replaced by P/C David Grove as District 27 Director.

I am P/C Robert Howe, a retired Army guy, who served several terms as Commodore of the Pentagon Sailing 
Club, Executive Director of the U.S. Naval Sailing Association (USNSA) and U.S. Naval Sailing Foundation 
(USNSF), and most recently District Director of District 27.

While I haven't yet had the time to become fully acquainted with the Northeastern region, I can say I have 
traveled several parts of the area over the years. My wedding reception was held on Grand Island in one of 
the Clubs located on the Island. I plan to travel and visit each District and meet with as many of the District 
Directors, Chapter Presidents and Past Commodores of the region as my time and resources will allow.  Of 
course, for those who may be reading this, I need your help in this endeavor.

For all of us Past Commodores, IOBG offers us an opportunity to continue to serve without the full burden of 
“managing”.  What is needed from all of us is input on the “How & What” IOBG International can do to assist 
local chapters.  This is where YOU come in.  Contact me at any time:  Robert (Bob) Howe, (C) 703-517-
5482 or (H) 301-352-3898 or pscoldsalt@hotmail.com .  I want stories of what is going on in each of the 
Districts. Together we can strengthen IOBG and or Districts.  Don't forget to renew your IOBG membership!!  

Have a great Holiday Season.

N ortheastern V.P.

Robert Howe
Districts 3, 12, 20, 26, 27
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District 12 Annual Meeting

On Friday, September 10th the Past Commodores of Long Beach Island, International Order of the Blue Gavel 
District 12, held its annual meeting and reception. District 12 consists of the 5 yacht clubs located on Long 
Beach Island, New Jersey. Namely, Barnegat Light YC, Surf City YC, Brant Beach YC, Spray Beach YC and 
Little Egg Harbor YC.

Many thanks go out to the members of the Barnegat Light YC for hosting this year's luncheon meeting. 
Special thanks to PC Paul Wood and his wife Ingrid and the many BLYC members for organizing the excellent 
reception. I also want to thank all those who took time out of their busy schedules to attend. This was the 
second year in which we had our meeting as a part of an evening cocktail reception rather than a Sunday 
luncheon. This change has been met with great support and will continue to be our preferred venue into the 
future.

In 2007 District 12 made a decision to support the local high school sailing team by sponsoring a fundraiser 
and donating the proceeds to the Friends of Southern Sailing, a 501 3c foundation which supports the 
unfunded high school sailing program. In addition District 12 submitted a successful grant application to the 
IOBG Humanitarian Foundation for additional financial support.

On August 12, 2010 District 12 sponsored its third very successful fundraiser for the Friends of Southern 
Sailing. More than 100 people attended, and thanks to the support from the five yacht clubs that make up 
District 12 we were successful in raising $2635. A special thanks to the members of Surf City Yacht Club for 
hosting this year's event.

Over the past three years, the Past Commodores of LBI (IOBG District 12) have raised
$10,295.00 for the Friends of Southern Sailing, which includes a grant from the IOBG Humanitarian 
Foundation of $3,500.00.  This has been a remarkable achievement which could only have been 
accomplished with everyone's support. The fourth annual fundraiser has been scheduled for August 11th 
2011 and will be hosted by Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club.

In addition, in recognition of the support District 12 has received from the IOBG Humanitarian 
Foundation, it will be making a $500.00 donation to the Humanitarian Foundation this year.

Our Annual Meeting concluded with PC Dick Janiszewski inducting our 5 new incoming past commodores.  
Next year's Annual Meeting will be hosted by the Surf City YC on September 16, 2011. 

District 12
Vincent J. Core, Dist. Director
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Southeastern V.P.

Tom Sullivan
Districts 8 & 18

At Venice Yacht Club on October 9, 2010 the following Officers for 2011 were sworn in by 
International President Ray Thompson: 
                    President De Ramsey (Royal Palm YC)
                    Pres. Elect Frank Hutchinson (Palm Coast YC)
                    First VP George Eichman (Isles YC)
                    Second VP Bert Gartenhaus (Lighthouse PT. YC)
                    Treasurer Charles Ranson (Vero Beach YC)
                    Secretary Art Theobald (Royal Palm YC)
      Dist. Director Joe Dowdell (Marathon YC)
 

APPOINTED OFFICERS    2011
 

                     Legal Officer John Schultz (Venice YC)
                     Supply Officer Bob Shogren (Treasurer Island Tennis & YC)
                     Newsletter Editor Harvey Sussel (North Palm Beach YC)
 

Greatful thanks for outstanding service goes to PC Lee Clifford (Royal Palm YC) who served so well 
(once again) as District 8 President & International District Director.  Also a fond farewell & thanks goes 
to PC Bob Pease (Royal Palm YC) who brought financial stability back to District 8 after the schism 
while overcoming hardships in his personal life.
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District 18

District 18 is healthy & making progress & has re- elected the following Officers for 2011:
 
                  Dist. President Mike Barbrow Fort Loudoun YC  (Tennessee)
                  Vice President Buzz Bisanz Allatoona YC  (Georgia)
                  Sec/Treas Randy Blalock Fort Loudoun YC   (Tennessee)

Once again our meeting at Venice YC was outstanding with 
every detail taken care of thanks to the efforts of PC Don & 
Claire Mercereau & PC John & Edith Schultz.
 
District 8 is now looking forward to the joint District 8 & 
International Meeting which will be held at Isles YC in Punta 
Gorda Florida on February 18 - 20, 2011.
 
The District's best wishes & congratulations goes to our new 
International President Vern Bendson & his wife Linda.

District 50 consists of Chapters and members east of the Mississippi River, 
that do not have enough Chapters to form a District. Members that relocate 
from their home Districts may remain a member of that District or become a 
member of District 50 (east of the Mississippi) or District 51 (west of the 
Mississippi). The District Director is the only officer in these two Districts 

and serves as a contact person and liaison to the International.

Membership in the District is currently at 27 members from 13 Chapters and 3 members-at-large. Members 
are asked to forward their email address to the International so that electronic notifications can begin.

I have been Director for the last four years and during that time two Chapters have been formed from 
members of District 50. 

I am pleased to report that District 51 still has a handful of loyal members (10).  We 
lost one member very recently who passed away.  I am working to keep current 
members on board as having an “At Large” membership is based on good 
communication.   Each member has received a personal letter from me.  I am also 
sending a letter to each past District 51 member in an effort to see if I can get 
them back in the fold.

Since the Houston Yacht Club has the most members in the District I am working to get more members 
there as well.  I have recruited a Past Commodore from my home club in Dana Point, California who is now 
a member of HYC to assist in the effort.

I have set a goal to recruit 10 new members in the next 12 months.  I hope to do this by using the available 
IOBG recruiting materials and through personal communication.  I will encourage each “new” member to 
recruit one new member as well...

District 50
Damian Pfleghaar, Past Director

District 51
Walt Kadyk,  Director
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Report on District 8 Activities for the Administrative year 2009-2010

Historical statement. 

The 2008-2009 administrative years started November 1 2008 with 494 members and 36 Chapters. All of the 
members of the District 8 Executive Committee resigned on December 18, effective December 31, 2008 

Organizational meeting - An Interim election of officers was held at Royal Palm Yacht Club on April 21, 2009.  
244 paid members received a ballot. 136 ballots were returned and 132 votes were cast for the Interim 
Officers. There were 8 Chapters present at this meeting also, which was a quorum according to District 8 
bylaws.  All Chapters present voted to ratify the ballot results and the Interim Officers were elected to their 
respective office. The new officers were sworn in as an Interim Executive Committee. 

The District 8 annual meeting was held in Orlando Florida on October 22-24, 2009 in conjunction with the 
International Annual Meeting. Officers were elected for the administrative year 2009-2010.  At that time 
membership stood at 269 members and 26 Chapters.  14 Chapters were present, in person or by proxy at the 
Annual Meeting, 

Activities November 1 2009 through October 31, 2010 - CURRENT YEAR

Paid membership total is 217, as of October 31, 2010. The following Chapter's members failed to renew their 
membership: Halifax River, Key Biscayne and Queens Harbor, a total of over 50 members lost from the prior 
year. However, Naples Yacht Club with 18 members, rejoined.   

The Alternate District Director attended the Portland, Oregon Regional Meeting and Baltimore, Maryland 
Regional Meeting.

Editor and Publications officer Harvey Sussel printed and distributed by mail 4 quarterly issues of the District 8 
newsletter, The Gulf Stream, to all paid members and in some cases even mailed copies to prior members to 
let everyone know what was happening in the District.  The issues contained reports from all the Officers, 
and news of interest from Chapters throughout the District.   He also printed and distributed a District 8 
membership directory.

The District 8 Website was back up and running by the end of 2009. It has been maintained throughout the 
year with updated announcements, photographs, meeting notices, meeting minutes, and also copies of the 
Gulfstream newsletter.  The site address is www.d8iobg.org. The Webmaster is Mary Nye Meyers.

District 8 has held 4 Regional Meetings this year:. 

Our Winter Regional Meeting was held at Vero Beach Yacht Club January 23, 2010.  The meeting became a 
round table discussion and the proposal to split District 8 into smaller geographical districts was first raised 
and discussed.

Our Spring Regional Meeting was held at Marathon Yacht Club on April 17, 2010.  This Spring Meeting was a 
membership meeting. Chapter Presidents present in person or by proxy represented 72% of the Chapters and 
that also equated to 76% of the present membership. 

The agenda included adoption of the proposed amendments to the bylaws. The amendments being 
considered were published on the District 8 web site for several weeks in advance.  In addition to being 
published on the web, they were also mailed to all Chapter Presidents 30 days in advance.   Bylaw 
amendments have to be approved by a two-thirds vote of the qualified voting members at the meeting with a 
quorum present. 

Joe Dowdell, District Director
District 8

Chapter Presidents discussed the proposed amendments with the other members in their Chapter in 
preparation for the vote at the membership meeting. Among amendments to be voted upon were changes 
clarifying 'At Large' memberships, adding a code of conduct, changing the voting to “one member-one vote” 
changing the number and manner of selection on the nominating committee and changing the procedure for 
filling vacancies in office.  In all, 17 amendments to the bylaws were reviewed, and voted upon.  All 
Amendments passed.  The new bylaws can be found, read and downloaded from the District 8 website.  
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In other business, the proposal to divide District 8 into 4 geographic districts within the State of Florida was 
again raised and discussed, with no action taken. 

Palm Coast Yacht Club was the site of the District 8 Summer meeting July 16 and 17, 2010.  It was a fabulous 
weekend of fun, great food and entertainment. Highlights of the weekend activities were the trip by car and 
boat to Fort Matanzas National Monument where actors dressed as Spanish soldiers demonstrated musket 
fire and daily fort routine, and the Luau Saturday night, where the hula dancer wowed the audience before 
demonstrating steps to eager students Frank Hutchinson and Ray Thompson, clad in grass skirts.
 
During the Executive Committee Meeting, George W. Eichman from Isles Yacht Club was sworn into office as 
Second Vice President, filling a vacancy that had existed since the Fall election.  The nominating committee's 
slate was announced at this meeting . Also at this meeting, the Board discussed and approved study of 
splitting District 8 into 3 or 4 districts.

The Annual Meeting and Change of Watch took place at Venice Yacht Club on October 8 and 9, 2010.  It was 
another fabulous weekend of fun, great food and entertainment.  The ladies enjoyed a cruise of the Venice 
Intercostal waterway on a luxury yacht. Everyone had an enjoyable time.

This was the first membership meeting where each paid member of the District could vote, and a quorum of 
30% was required to have a valid meeting and election of officers.  189 members, 87% of the District 
membership, were represented through their Chapter President's presence, either in person, or by his written 
proxy filed with the Secretary. 

The officers were inducted in the Change of Watch ceremony conducted by International President Ray 
Thompson. The evening concluded with a surf and turf menu of Florida lobster tail and sirloin medallions 
followed by dancing to the music of a fine orchestra.

District 8 Continued...

Resolution of the proposal to split up District 8 into multiple Districts
  
During the business session, Art Theobald reported on the proposal to split District 8 into multiple Districts. 
This has been discussed at all 3 prior meetings. 

Art Theobald stated that he had talked to Marshall Nemoy and Mary Eiffort, and both believed that there would 
be no serious obstacle in setting up additional Districts if that was the decision.  He also had talked with the 
Gulf Stream newsletter editor and the supply officer and he believed both could continue their duties for any 
new Districts.  After the last meeting at Palm Coast, he sent a letter to all Chapter Presidents for consideration 
and discussion of the proposal.  No objections were received. 

Legal Officer John Shultz distributed a copy the portion of the International Bylaws which addressed the 
procedure to split a District into multiple Districts.  He expressed his opinion that the procedure outlined in the 
Bylaws should be followed. 

 Art asked the question “Does anyone object to the District being split up into smaller, geographic Districts?”  
In the lengthy discussions and responses that followed that question, several Chapters indicated opposition 
after discussing the issue with their members, and went on record with a vote opposing the split.  

Bob Pease representing the members of Royal Palm Chapter moved that we do not split the District but 
proceed in accordance with the bylaws to consider a split only if and when 5 Chapters petition to do so.  
John Shultz representing Venice Yacht Club Chapter and Hal Bishop, representing Lighthouse Point Chapter, 
jointly seconded the motion.

More Discussion followed. After every person who wanted to speak on the issue had spoken, the Question 
was called for a vote.  The vote in favor of the motion not to consider a split of the District at this time was 
unanimous. Accordingly, District 8 membership has overwhelmingly decided that there must first be 5 
Chapters petition to form a new District within District 8, before the decision can be made. 



President Robert Howe
The Humanitarian Foundation had a whirl wind adventure at 
the last meeting in Oakland, CA, October 2010.  P/C Jim 
Hinckley first resigned as President of the Foundation, just 
after he opened the meeting and called for the election of the 
2011 Board.  I, P/C Robert Howe had agreed to step up and 

be nominated as the 2011 President, and of course, as we all know in a volunteer organization if you say yes 
to a call for doing something, you usually get what you volunteered for.  Of course, I was elected and Jim 
immediately turned over the meeting to me.  “Thanks Jim”.

What now I asked myself?  I have asked many people who have been involved for much longer than I and 
what I have determined is that we need to clearly define the Foundation’s mission and clearly articulate what 
type of projects the Foundation is willing to consider.  I further have decided that we need to find a continuing 
funding source, individuals and corporate donors, etc in order to get the funds we need to continue our 
mission.  To make sure we are staying true to the mission, I hope to establish a fundraising committee and a 
project evaluation committee to review Local Area Project (LAP) ideas to insure they meet a set of criteria (to 
be developed) that clearly supports the mission.

Having said all the above:
1. Consider volunteering for the Foundation to serve as an Ambassador in your Region and District.
2. Donate to the Foundation while considering your 2010 taxes.  We are a 501(c) 3 Organization.
3. Attend the upcoming IOBG meeting in Florida on Feb 18-19, 2011. The Foundation will have a 
    separate meeting to consider all the above.

You can contact me any time at:  (C) 703-517-5482 (H) 301-352-3898 or pscoldsalt@hotmail.com 

IOBG Humanitarian Foundation
IOBG Humanitarian Foundations, Inc.

PATRON OF THE FOUNDATION PROGRAM
IOBGHF launched a program to provide special recognition to 

contributors who donate $100 or more.  Each contibutor will be 
awarded a distinctive “action for life” pin which signifies their 

status as a patron of the foundation.
Please help us as you consider your tax strategy for this year.

“The International Order of the Blue Gavel Humanitarian Foundation provides the boating community the 
ability to create real differences in others’ lives.  The foundation provides resources to existing 
charities and benefits communities through new initiatives involving boating activities and education.”   

This is the Mission Statement of the Humanitarian Foundation.  
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Chairman of the Board
P/P Jerry Rudd
37834 43rd Ave S
Auburn, WA  98001
(253) 838-9027 (H)
(206) 295-7696 (C)
Jrjackie1@comcast.net

Treasurer & 
Chief Financial Officer
Jackie Evans Rudd, IOBGA P/P
37834 43rd Ave So
Auburn, WA 98001
(253) 838-9027 (H)
j.evansrudd@solutionpartnersnw
.com

Secretary
P/C Lucille (Lucy) Anthony
171 Bel Air Circle
Fairfield, CA  94533
(707) 399-8283
Jojotolly1@aol.com

Vice President
P/P Carol Promessi
128 Pelican Loop
Pittsburg, CA  94565
(925) 427-6250 (H)
(925) 864-1585 (C)
cpromessi@comcast.net 

Chief Legal Officer
P/C George Knies
2333 Lariat Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 
94596
(925) 939-0230 (H)
(925) 330-5676 (C)
geoknies@att.net 

President & CEO
P/C Robert (Bob) Howe
12413 Shelter Lane
Bowie, MD  20715
(301) 352-3898 (H)
(703) 517-5482 (C)
pscoldsalt@hotmail.com 

Director & North Central VP
P/C Tony Razzell
Flat 1, Plantation House 
Bennett Rd
Salcombe, Devon TW8-8JJ
England
44-0-1548-844060
har@trtc.freeserve.co.uk

Director  & Southwestern VP
P/C William (Bill) Thayer
444 N. El Camino Real Sp#80
Encinitas, CA  92024
(760) 632-9058 (H)
bethtnbillt@sbcglobal.net 

Director & Northeastern VP 
Vacant

IOBGHF P/P & Ambassador
P/C Joan Marsh-Clune
258 Heron Drive
Pittsburg, CA  94565
(925) 427-6607 (H)
(925) 864-1381 (C) 
Jmarsh6607@yahoo.com 

Director & Northwestern VP 
P/P Ira Nies
3812 E. Evergreen Blvd.
Vancouver, WA  98661
623-825-4923 (H)
360-695-5742 (C)
irasnies@hotmail.com
(Winter)
18858 N. 96th Lane
Peoria, AZ  85382

Ambassador, IOBGA P/P
Jerry Keys, IOBGA P/P
2697 Cabin Drive
Wickliffe, OH  44092
(440) 944-6200 (H)
[Jan - April]
700 Teryl Rd #1
Naples, FL  34112
(239) 755-6350 (H)
jkeysails@aol.com 

Director  & Southeastern VP
Vacant

Ambassadors
P/C Bill Young
5 Grasmere Grove
Rochester-Kent ME2 4PN
England
0163-471-3478
bluesil@hotmail.com 

IOBGHF P/P & Ambassador
P/C Jim Hinckley
4017 S. Auburn St.
Kennewick, WA  99337
(509) 528-4874 (C)
jimandbetts@frontier.com 

Michael Meyers
P.O. Box 44130
Tacoma, WA  98448
(253) 678-9686 (C) 
apus4deckus@hotmail.com 

P/C Paul Boeckman
P.O. Box 397
Asotin, WA  99402
(509) 243-1134 (H)
(208) 791-3220 (C) 
pboeckman@tds.net 

Linda Loftis
3024 Quebrada Circle
Carisbad, CA  92009
(760) 632-2547 (H)
Linda.loftis@att.net
 

P/C Lenworth Gordon
District 14 Director
P.O. Box 8770
Emeryville, CA  94662
(510) 717-8221 (H)
cogent@cogentcommunications
.com 

P/C George Demos
16641 Edgewater Lane
Huntington Beach, CA  92649
(714) 846-1572 (H)
(714) 846-3303 (O)
Hhyc97@aol.com 

P/P Marion Hughes
3608 Road #84
Pasco, WA  99301
(509) 547-6743 (H)
Mariongerva@yahoo.com  
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May all the wonders of the season bring you peace....
Happy New Year 2011

John & Lucy Anthony Duane & Lizette Collins
Al & Mary Eiffert Lenworth & Renee Gordon
Jim & Betts Hinckley Bob & Carol Howe
Marion & Gerva Hughes Joel & Nancy Kay
George & Ann Knies Art & Carol Kovarnik
Mike & Mary Nye Meyers Ira & Leona Nies
Jerry & Jacquelyn Rudd Bill & Marybeth Thayer
Ray & Dorothy Thompson Steve & Shirley Willing

A donation was made to the International Order of the Blue Gavel 
Humanitarian Foundation instead of sending cards.



Lucille Anthony  (Dist 19)
171 Bel Air Circle
Fairfield, CA  97533

Tel:  707-399-8283
JoJotolly1@aol.com

Deanna Tomei  (Dist 19)
753 Chestnut Ave.
San Bruno, CA  94066

Tel:  650-871-0802
dhtomei7057@att.net

Susan Sullivan  (Dist 8)
1213 SW Eagleglen PL
Stuart, FL  34997

Tel:  772-223-8789
sueandts@bellsouth.net

Ethel Keith  (Dist 7)
1135 Brandon Road
Cleveland Heights, OH  44112

Tel:  216-371-4933
ethel44112@yahoo.com

Renee Gordon  (Dist 14)
P.O. Box 8770 
Emeryville, CA  94662

Tel:  510-812-4404
memoriesbynae@aol.com

Audrey Hall  (Dist 15)
2063 Grandview St.
Oceanside, CA  92054

Tel:  760-757-6796
hulakai2@cox.net

President

President
Elect

1st Vice 
President

Secretary

Treasurer

Past 
President

Page 42



President  Lucy Anthony

International Order of the 
Blue Gavel Auxiliary

All aboard for the Rainbow Express to Alameda California. Yes, they came by air, by sea and by land to 
enjoy the Annual meeting, installation of officers for IOBG and IOBGA, at the other city by the Bay.

The first pot of gold was the suite rooms at the Executive Suites. An extraordinary setting on the water. Nice 
to sit on your patio when we didn’t have liquid sunshine and enjoy the waterway with the water fowl, water 
animals, sail boats passing by, the beauty of Coast Guard Island and even a view of the Bay Bridge.

A big hit with all was the Soul Food provided by Ann Dukes for the 
weary hungry traveler on the Rainbow Express. This superior buffet 
and desert tables were appreciated by all. The hospitality room was 
the place to be. George and Karen Trefz were the bartenders. This 
was the second pot of gold on the Rainbow Express.

The Auxiliary met at the Executive Suites. We had our very own 
conference room totally top drawer. This setting helped us get a lot of 
business done from the Executive Board to the member meeting. It is 
always great to hear what all the Chapters are doing and it gives hope 
and encouragement to others. 

After the meeting on Thursday we were treated to a great lunch and 
tour of the USS Hornet.  Truly a tour to remember. Dinner every 
evening was at Encinal Yacht Club a beautiful setting for night time 
adventures. The third pot of gold.

Friday was the IOBGA Annual Meeting and I am pleased to announce our Board for 2011:  President Lucy 
Anthony, President -Elect Ethel Keith, 1st Vice President Susan Sullivan, 2nd Vice President to be appointed, 
Secretary Deanna Tomei, Treasurer Renee Gordon, Immediate Past Senior President  Audrey Hall. Directors: 
Northeast open, Northwest Mike Meyers, North Central Nancy Kay, Southeastern Susan Sullivan, Southwest 
Estella McGrath, England Sue Young. Auxiliary Log Editor Mike Meyers.  We will be going from the 20th 
century to the 21st turning it up a notch. It was a pleasure to have Maude Ramsey attending our meeting.

Page 43



FirstVicePresident  & SE Regional Director Susan Sullivan
We have alot to look forward to this year ------ All our elected Officers are dedicated to making the IOBGA 
get stronger and recruit alot of new members to join us.
 
A bright spot in District 8 is the efforts expended by Evelyn Hutchinson & the gals at Palm Coast Yacht Club 
(Fla.). Their IOBGA members have embarked on a successful program of collecting useful items & edibles 
and sending packages to the troops.  They have 2 men who are sons of PCYC members who have up to 90 
persons in their commands----so the goodies get spread around & are quite welcome. The goodies include 
DVD's, magazines, crackers, cookies, etc.  They get a list by email of added needed items.  IOBGA is 
reaching out to other members who might have sons,daughters, grandsons, or grandaughters stationed 
overseas.  The Palm Coast IOBG is now planning a Ball to help with raising funds to enrich the program.
 
This shows that the close cooperation between the IOBG and Auxl. Members is working to making things 
happen
 
District 8 President-Elect Frank Hutchinson & his wife Evelyn (a devoted Auxiliary member) are the 
quarterbacks of this program at Palm Coast Yacht Club.

After the meeting the Rainbow Express led to the Encinal Yacht Club harbor for a 
Bay cruise and box lunches on private Yachts. Fourth pot of gold.

Saturday was the bag lunch pool party which due to the liquid sunshine was 
moved the conference room.  It was my gift to all the Auxiliary members - a thank 
you for your support.  We also had fun making sun visors.  It was really nice to 
have time to talk and get to really know one another.  This was my pot of gold to 
share friendship.  

Onward with the Rainbow Express to the Installation banquet.  
It was my pleasure and honor to be installed as your 
President and thank you for the pin. The ballroom was 
transformed into a beautiful rainbow by Patty Grosz and her 
helpers and the dinner was outstanding. The music was 
provided by The Illusions with a vocalist that can belt out a 
song with such style and grace, Joanne Tucker. 

Cannot forget the van transportation drivers John Anthony and Sherry Perry for a job well done keeping the 
Rainbow Express on time. 

May the Rainbow colors be with you and keep your spirit alive.  “The greatest lesson of life is to know that 
everything happens for the best. Every no leads you that much closer to a yes”

Northwest Regional Director
Michael L. Meyers

District 1 held their annual Change of Watch on September 25 at the Inn at Gig 
Harbor.  The new board was elected and sworn into office by IOBGA 
International Past President Jackie Rudd.
 

I have chosen to serve a second term as District 1's President as did V.P. Paula Boeckman and Secretary 
Janice Kutz. Gretchen Emerson was elected as Treasurer.
 
Paula organized a fundraiser and several hundred dollars went to our charities - the Humanitarian 
Foundation, Make a Wish, and Wishing Star of Washington State
 
We are looking forward to another successful year with 32 renewed members and more on the way.



Chris Swett, Mt.Sinai YC Secretary
District 26

Once again, the ladies of the IOBGA participated in the Annual Rib 
Dinner at the Mt. Sinai Yacht Club that our Blue Gavel guys cook up 
each year.  We collect tickets, dish out the ribs, baked potatoes (both 
white and sweet this year), shrimp cocktail, and other fixings.  This is a 
popular event every June at our club.

President Dottie Mahon has been busy arranging our second annual trip into NYC for November.  The sold 
out event includes a continental breakfast at the club, a boxed lunch on the bus, orchestra seats for the 
Broadway show “Promises, Promises,” and a full dinner served at the club.  This trip is a fundraiser that will 
allow us to offer a scholarship next year for one of our club’s kids heading off to college.

In September, the IOBG sponsored the First Annual Veterans Appreciation Day.  Area veterans were 
treated to a boat ride on our MSYC members’ boats and then attended a dedication service followed by a 
luncheon.  IOBGA  ladies helped serve these deserving veterans. 

Our annual Food Drive will be held at our November Annual Meeting.  Club members bringing canned goods 
and non-perishable paper products will receive a raffle ticket for each item donated.  The IOBGA ladies will 
put together a “basket of goodies” that will be raffled at the end of the meeting.  The donated items will be 
shared between four of our neighborhood food pantries.

Sue Meyer, President
District 19

The members of District 19 IOBGA wish to thank all those 
attending the convention in Alameda last month who donated 
to our charitable organization, the Delta all girls sea scout 
troop.  Your donation will be used to help fund scholarship, 
furnish uniforms, finance entry fees for regattas and 
competitions and help in the ongoing task of maintaining and 
refurbishing their 95 foot all-aluminum  Viet Nam era PT cruiser, 
the Liberty. 

With your generosity, these girls can continue with their 
dreams and goals for this ship and their future in boating. So, 
on behalf of these young women and their adult volunteers, 
thank you. 

The winner of the raffle for the beautiful and bountiful 
basket was PC Larry Draper but we of District 19's 
Auxiliary think all of you who bought a ticket or two 
are winners.



2011 DISTRICT OFFICERS & AREAS SERVED

#6 PRESIDENT - Southwest
Michael Vining (Doreen)
91-217 Lukini Place
Ewa Beach, HI  96706
Tel:  808-271-5470
mysails@hawaii.rr.com
SECRETARY
Donna B. Salisbury (Ed)
98-988 Palola Way
Aiea, HI  96701
Tel:  808-485-0002
donnaned@earthlink.net

#5 PRESIDENT - Northwest
Ron Timmerman (Gayle)
258 NW Skyline Blvd
Portland, OR  97210
Tel: 503-297-4437
Cell: 503-805-6303
Bus: 503-297-1030
rontimmerman@msn.com
SECRETARY
Jerry Miller (Sue)
15298 NW Casey Drive
Portland, OR  97229
Tel:   503-629-0588
Cell:  503-880-1446
j_s.miller@comcast.net

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Warren C. Schafer (Kathleen)
7241 Plank Road
Lockport, NY  14094
Tel: 716-439-8059
wcsunit@netscape.com
SECRETARY
Gary LaRossa (Maryann)
369 Stillwell Avenue
Kenmore, NY  14217
Tel:  716-876-7114
glarossa@verizon.net

#3

#4 PRESIDENT- Canada
Ron Defieux (Linda)
641 Blueridge Ave.
N. Vancouver, BC  V74 2J4 
Canada
Tel: 604-987-7425
Fax: 604-985-7263
rdefieux@shaw.ca
SECRETARY
Betty Harris-Peake (Dennis)
1078 English Bluff Rd.
Delta, BC  V4M 2N6 - Canada
Tel: 604-943-4923
Fax: 604-943-1205
bettyharrispeake@hotmail.com

#2 PRESIDENT - Canada
Ed Ackerman (Marilyn)
308-10461 Resthaven Dr.
Sidney, BC
Canada V8L 3H6
Tel:   250-656-7799
Fax:  250-656-1242
eimut88@shaw.ca
SECRETARY/TREASURER
John Biggs (Carole)
6406 McKenzie Dr.
Duncan, BC
Canada  V9L 5R9
Tel:  250-746-4941
Bus:250-754-8435
johncarole@shaw.com

#1 PRESIDENT- Northwest
David Kutz (Janice)
23911 Newell Lane NE
Kingston, WA  98346-9217
Tel:  360-297-2935
Cell: 360-271-1105
DavidKutz@aol.com
SECRETARY
Louise Condon
5202 Greenwood Ave N
Seattle, WA  98103-6019
Tel:  206-783-7251
Cell: 206-290-8041
louise.condon@msn.com

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Michele Roundtree-Wold (Richard)
1506 Via Hacienda
Chula Vista, CA 91913
Tel: 619-421-2995
mrtree@rocketmail.com
SECRETARY
David Lancaster (Carolyn)
2949 Ocean Front Walk
San Diego, CA 92109
Tel: 858-488-8081
davidlancaster@sbcglobal.net

#15

PRESIDENT- Northeast
David Loughran
1203 Bay Ave.
P.O. Box 746
Mantoloking, NJ  08738
Tel:  732-892-8388
dploughran@comcast.net
SECRETARY
Betty Jane France (Robert)
13 Paul Jones Dr.
Brick, NJ  08723
Tel:  732-477-3732

#22

PRESIDENT- Southeast
Mike Barbrow (Jane)
1614 Lakecove Way
Knoxville, TN  37922
Tel: 865-671-8898
Cell:  865-310-0910
mdjib@aol.com
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Randal E. Blalock
10612 Eagles View Drive
Knoxville, TN  37922
Tel: 865-671-7624
randaleb1@tds.net

#18

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Pat Carson (Barbi)
302 Cypress Drive
Rio Vista, CA 94571
Tel: 209-351-1584
pat@boatcaptain.net
SECRETARY
John Anthony (Lucy)
171 Bel Air Cir.
Fairfield, CA 94533
Tel: 707-399-8283
Cell: 707-631-4318
jojotolly1@aol.com

#19

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Stanley Zielinski (Charlotte)
121 Yale Terrace
P.O. Box 333
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-486-2094
stasziel@aol.com
SECRETARY
Open

#20

#21 PRESIDENT- Southwest
Bonnie Gibson
1780 Santa Ana Ave. #3
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Tel: 949-631-4869
blgibson@aol.com
SECRETARY
Merry F. Keller
1500 Concord Avenue
Fullerton, CA  92831
Tel: 714-680-5076
mfkellerca@earthlink.net

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Nancy Rowe
4216 Harbour Island Lane
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel:   805-382-9514
nnrowe@aol.com
SECRETARY
Teri Shephard
3600 So. Harbor Blvd.  #209
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel: 805-253-0595
terimastless2@yahoo.com

#16

PRESIDENT- North Central
Robert F. Sapita  (Kay)
P.O. Box 581
Douglas, MI  49406
Tel/Fax:   269-857-2123
bksapita@frontier.com
SECRETARY
Don Schorfhaar (Sue)
9829 High Banks Drive
Cheboygan, MI  49721
Tel: 231-627-2908
dschorfhaar@earthlink.net

#23

PRESIDENT- England
Ron Judd (Caroline Dodd)
Crofters Cottage  41 Glynn Road
Peacehaven, East Sussex
England  BN10 7SH
SECRETARY
Sue Young (Bill)
5 Grasmere Grove
Rochester, Kent 
England  ME2 4PN
Tel:  (44)(0)1634 713478
bluesil@hotmail.com

#70

PRESIDENT- New Zealand
Ronald (Ron) Stephenson (Kay)
P.O. Box 549
Thames, New Zealand 3540
Tel: 64-7-862227
Bus: 64-7-8687510
kay-ngarimubay@hotmail.com
SECRETARY
Christine Conn (Martin)
28 Elderberry Road  Burswood
Manakan City, New Zealand 2013
Tel: 64-9-2747447
Fax: 64-9-5258284
picketywitch@slingshot.co.nz

#75

PRESIDENT- North Central
Russell Skitch (Sharon)
2037 22nd St
Wyandotte, MI  48192
Tel: 586-899-6765
Bus: 586-939-3060
seaway06@wyan.org
SECRETARY
Frank Uhse (Kelly)
1062 Seventh Street
Wyandotte, MI  49192
Tel:  734-285-6465
Cell: 313-363-6179
frank@nimmi.com

#25

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Thomas O’Connor (Sally)
22 Plymouth Road
Bayport, NY 11705
Tel: 631-234-9299
SECRETARY
Martin L. Egeland (Mary)
4 Chalden Court 
Huntington Station, NY 11746
Tel: 631-351-0935
Bus: 212-594-5382
carolprin@aol.com

#26

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Jack Fitzgerald (Sandy)
3902 Hazel Court
Abingdon, MD  21009 
Tel: 410-671-6345
Cell: 410-937-2517
fitzandcompany@aol.com
SECRETARY
Dave Polerizo

#27

PRESIDENT- Northwest
Carol Zumpano
60 Calgary Ave.
Pentiction, BC  V2A  2T6
Canada
Tel:  250-292-8750
czumpano@vip.net
SECRETARY
Yvonne Crawford (Steven)
1547 Klien Rd.
Kelowna, BC  V1Z 3H5
Canada
Tel: 250-769-7325
skicondo@telus.net

#24

#7 PRESIDENT - North Central
Tony Durieux (Sandra)
524 Deer Trail Dr
Thornville, OH 43076
Tel: 740-323-1804
Bus: 740-345-9696
agent@alink.com
SECRETARY
Rich McKee Jr. (Beth)
5965 Olive Avenue
N.Ridgeville, OH 44039
Home: 440-353-3494
bethelou2@aol.com

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Jane C. Brennan
25 Porto Bello Drive
San Rafael, CA  94901
Tel:  415-456-1834
Bus: 415-456-1812
tbrenj2@comcast.com
SECRETARY
George Knies (Ann)
2333 Lariat Lane
Walnut Creek, CA  94596
Tel:   925-953-8432
Fax:  925-944-0474
geoknies@att.net

#14

#12 PRESIDENT- Northeast
Vincent J. Core (Eileen)
739 Fairmount Avenue
Chatham, NJ 07928
Tel/Fax: 973-635-7415
Cell: 201-401-8484
sailcore@att.net
SECRETARY
Open

#10 PRESIDENT- Southwest
LaVon Plumlee (Wiliam)
5292 Auburn Circle
Westminster, CA 92683
Tel: 562-252-9681
lmplumlee@nyclb.com
SECRETARY
Jon Fults (Lois Jean)
3914 Mistral Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Tel:  714-846-7548
jhfults@verizon.net

#11 PRESIDENT- Southwest
Julie Albright
2610 Portland St.  #306
Los Angeles, CA  90007
Tel:  714-249-8632
Albright@usc.edu
SECRETARY
Mark Abel
13900 Palawan Way, Slip #12
Marina del Ray, CA  90292
Tel:  310-766-6878
markabel@hotmail.com

#9 PRESIDENT- North Central
Becky Vincent (Barry)
1401 West Erie Road
Temperance, MI 48182
Tel: 734-847-7010
Cell: 419-215-6162
Bus: 419-479-3950
Email: beckyvincent@bex.net
SECRETARY
Jack White (Joanne)
12292 Lakeshore Dr.
LaSalle, MI 48145
Tel: 734-242-4558
Email: commodorej@aol.com

#8 PRESIDENT - North Central
Francis D. Ramsey (Maude) 
204 NE 12th Court 
Cape Coral, FL 33909 
Tel: 239-458-8410 
Cell: 219-718-1555
francisramsey@att.net
SECRETARY
A.R. (Art) Theobald (Betty)
2710 SW 47th Ter.
Cape Coral, FL  33914
Tel:  239-471-2000
art.theobald@ymail.com



Return Service Requested

International Order of the Blue Gavel
3517 Camino Del Rio South, Suite 208
San Diego, CA  92108   USA


