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1567 Dianda Drive
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#1

#2

#5

Lewis W. Smith (Margot)
135 Paul Drive
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Tel: 716-691-7626
margots@localnet.com

Ron Defieux* (Linda)
641 Blueridge Ave.
N.Vancouver, BC V7R 2J4
Canada
Tel:  604-987-7425
Fax: 604-985-7263
rdefieux@shaw.ca

Ira Nies (Leona)
18858 N. 96th Lane
Peoria, AZ  85382
Tel:  360-695-5742
Cell: 360-608-5909
iranies@hotmail.com
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Victoria, BC V8Z 2N7
Canada
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fire_n_ice104@hotmail.com
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Marsha Landreth
3600 Harbor Blvd  #173
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel:   805-201-3027
Bus: 805-389-1909
mlrs4742@gmail.com

Phil Promessi (Carol)
128 Pelican Loop
Pittsburg, CA 94565
Tel/Fax:  925-427-6250
ppromessi@comcast.net

Tom Lyon (LuAnn)
9322 Eastwind Drive
Livonia, MI 48150
Tel: 734-953-1634
tlyon341@msn.com

A. Lee Clifford (Ellen)
3327 SE 18th Ave
Cape Coral, FL 33904
Tel:  239-542-9511
aleeclifford@aol.com

BOAT U.S.
James Hinckley      509-582-7590
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U.S. POWER SQUADRON
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Marc Connelly 716-838-2016

MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING

RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FROM IOBGHF
HUMANITARIAN FND. LIAISON
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Ronald L. Dodini (Becky)
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Kaneohe, HI  96744
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Vern Bendsen 707-422-3510

Marc Connelly 716-838-2016

Jerry Rudd 253-838-9027
Ray Thompson 386-445-5530
Vern Bendsen 707-422-3510
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DISTRICT DIRECTORS
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President

President
Elect

First
Vice President

Second 
Vice President

Past 
President

Treasurer

Marc D. Connelly  (Kathy)
173 Bering Avenue
Buffalo, NY  14223

Tel:   716-863-6096
Bus: 716-893-4774
mdc@choiceonemail.com 

Marshall Nemoy  (Dawn)
3517 Camino del Rio South
Suite.208
San Diego, CA  92108-4028
Tel:  619-282-5050 / 888-378-2211
Res: 858-565-1093
Fax:  619-282-5252
bgtreas@iobg.org   

Jerry Rudd  (Jackie)
37834  43rd Ave. South
Auburn, WA  98001

Tel:  253-838-9027
Fax: 253-661-8683
jrjackie1@comcast.net

Ray Thompson  (Dorothy)
71 Weymouth Lane
Palm Coast, FL  32164

Tel: 386-445-5530
rthompson015@cfl.rr.com

Vern Bendsen  (Linda)
P.O. Box 984
Suisun City, CA  94585

Tel:  707-422-3510
Fax: 707-422-3510
vbendsen@pacbell.net

Stephen Willing  (Shirley)
292 Esdras Place
Windsor, Ont
Canada  N8S 2M5

Tel: 519-944-1397
stevewilling@bell.net
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President Ray Thompson
It is hard to believe that seven months have passed since my inauguration in 
Orlando. The omission of a Winter Meeting certainly left a gap in our normal 
schedule. Never the less, much of the planned review and up-dating of our 
bylaws and Policy Manual has been completed and recommended changes were 
voted on at the Spring Regional meeting in Portland, Oregon.  Additionally, our 
Policy Committee will accept and review all further member suggestions or criticism 
with a recommended course of action at the next Board Meeting. Having our 
Policies in constant review should eliminate long festering and bitter by-law turmoil 
such as we have experienced in the last several years.

To operate successfully, IOBG requires strong membership support and confidence.  Confidence, in the fact 
that, all IOBG Officers, having been Yacht Club Commodores themselves, will support policies they strongly 
believe to be for the "Good of the Order".  Confidence that our Voting Policy truly and fairly represents the 
will of the membership. Confidence that By-law and Policy revisions will be presented to the Board on a 
continual basis.

Many of our members, having been successful business people, expect IOBG to be operated in the same 
fashion as any successful business. While this is the generally accepted plan of operation, there are a 
number of significant differences. Term of Office (usually one year), level of available expertise, and of 
course, the rate of pay. Just considering these items alone should substantiate the fact that differences 
exist. One common factor however, is TEAM WORK!  Most organizational internal success is directly 
proportional to the level of TEAM WORK expended.

The long term Value and Importance of the International Order of the Blue Gavel will be in its contributions to 
the Boating Community. With more confidence in our internal management, more thought and effort will be 
directed toward water and boating activities.

Thank you to those 
members who volunteered 
their help when my camera 
wouldn’t cooperate...Mary

  

Mike Billington
Otis Brock

Larry Draper
Marybeth Thayer
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PresidentElect  Vern Bendsen

If you were not in Portland, Oregon for our June Regional Meeting, you missed another good one.

Portland Yacht Club was the site of our Thursday meeting and delicious lunch.  A Thank you to the 
Portland YC for hosting our meeting and lunch.  And another Thank you to Tyee YC for their Friday 
night hospitality and delicious dinner. 

Being involved with the revisions of the Bylaws has been an interesting experience.  The experience 
being that of communicating to the membership about one single item - the bylaw changes.

Communicating the proposed bylaw changes to the membership has been frustrating, as well as 
satisfying.  Frustrating because our communication to the membership still has a long way to go.  I 
have heard from members who told me that they have not heard about the bylaws proposed changes 
from their Chapter President, District Director ar Area VP.  Some members said they learned about the 
changes in the LOG Newsletter.  Satisfying because I have heard from members that their Chapter 
President, District Director or Area VP had done an excellent job communicating the proposed bylaw 
changes.

It is my feeling that we are making progress communicating to our membership.  I feel that way 
because there were rank and file members who gave input to the proposed bylaw changes.  Our 
organization is beginning to become more MEMBER ORIENTED because we are asking the members to 
be involved.  And they are starting to respond.  That is progress.  Let us continue to work on 
improving our communication skills between the Executive Board, Area VPs, District Directors, 
Chapter Presidents and our Members. 

The mail-in ballots for the bylaw changes were counted during the meeting.  All the proposed 
changes were approved by very large margins.  Our Policy and Procedures Manual will be amended 
to reflect the changes in the bylaws.  This should be finished by our Annual Meeting in October.  

Plans are complete for our October Annual Meeting in Alameda, CA.  The dates are October 20 - 24, 
2010.  Details for the Annual Meeting are else where in this LOG or on our web site at 
www.iobg.org. 

With Summer in full swing, it is hoped that all of you are having Fun being involved with your boating 
activities.  Isn’t that why we are in boating - to have FUN - So get on with it !

And let me leave you with this:  

What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches?

A Nervous Wreck.

Page 5



Page 62010 Annual Meeting
October 21 - 24, 2010

Executive Inn & Suites Encinal Yacht Club
1755 Embarcadero 1251 Pacific Marina
Oakland, CA  90606 Alameda, CA  94501
1-800-346-6331 510-522-3272

No Persons Cost Total Cost
Wednesday, October 20
Hospitality Room - Hotel No Charge

Thursday, October 21
Lunch & Tour Aircraft Carrier Hornet ________@ $25.00 $_________

Dinner - Encinal Yacht Club
New York Steak with Brandy Sauce ________@ $25.00 $_________
Chicken Cordon Bleu ________@ $25.00 $_________

Friday, October 22
San Francisco Bay Boat Tour ________@ Complements of Districts 19 & 14

Box Lunch Choices:
Ham____  Salami____  Turkey____  Vegetarian____ ________@ $10.00 $_________

Dinner - Encinal YC - Southern BBQ Buffet ________@ $35.00 $_________

Saturday, October 23
IOBG Lunch - Encinal Yacht Club ________@ $25.00 $_________
IOBGA Bag Lady Pool Party - Bag Lunch - Hotel ________@ Complements of Lucy Anthony

Dinner, Dance & Installation of Officers - Encinal YC
Prime Rib ________@ $65.00 $_________
Salmon Stuffed with Crab ________@ $65.00 $_________
Vegetarian ________@ $65.00 $_________

        

TOTAL: $_________

Please call the Hotel for room reservations at 1-800-346-6331 before Sept. 30, 2010.
When making your reservations mention Group #GR273EC for the $118 room rate.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “IOBG Convention 2010” AND SEND THIS ENTIRE FORM TO:

PC Linda Bendsen
           P.O. Box 984          Suisun City, CA  94585
           lbendsen@pacbell.net                       707-290-8747

District Number________ Office Held______________________________

NAME___________________________________________    SPOUSE/GUEST________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________    CITY____________________

STATE___________     ZIP CODE______________      PHONE:  (          ) _____________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest is a member of IOBG____     IOBGA____
               TOTAL AMOUNT SUBMITTED:  $_________

Your reservation must be received no later than October 10, 2010

Mail-In 
Registration Form

Page 6
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Wednesday, October 20
Registration - Hotel 3 :00 - 8:00 PM
Hospitality Room - Hotel 4 :00 - 8:00 PM
Dinner - On Your Own Open

Thursday, October 21 All Meetings - Winter Uniform

Registration - Encinal Yacht Club 8:00 - 11:30 AM
IOBG Meeting - Encinal Yacht Club 9:00 - 11:30 AM
IOBGA Meeting - Hotel 9:00 - 11:30 AM
Hornet Aircraft Carrier Tour & Lunch 12:00 - 4:00 PM  (Casual Dress)
No Host Cocktails - Encinal Yacht Club 6:00 PM
Dinner - Encinal Yacht Club 7:00 PM

Friday, October 22 All Meetings - Winter Uniform

Registration - Encinal Yacht Club 8:00 - 11:30 AM
IOBG Meeting - Encinal Yacht Club 9:00 - 11:30 AM
IOBGA Meeting - Hotel 9:00 - 11:30 AM
San Francisco Bay Boat Tour & Lunch 12:00 - 4:00 PM  (Departs from EYC/Casual Dress)
No Host Cocktails - Encinal Yacht Club 6:00 PM
Southern BBQ Buffet Dinner - Encinal YC 7:00 PM

Saturday, October 23 All Meetings - Winter Uniform

Registration - Encinal Yacht Club 8:00 - 10:00 AM
IOBG Meeting - Encinal Yacht Club 9:00 - 11:45 AM
IOBGA Meeting - Hotel 9:00 - 11:45 AM
IOBG Lunch - Encinal Yacht Club 12:00 - 1:30 PM
IOBGA Bag Lady Pool Party Lunch - Hotel 12:00 PM  (Complements of Lucy Anthony - Dist 19)
IOBG Meeting Continued 1:30 - 3:00 PM

No Host Cocktails - Encinal Yacht Club 6:00 PM
Installation Dinner & Dance - Encinal YC 7:00 PM  (Dress - Black Tie/Formal)

Sunday, October 24 Dress - Casual

IOBG Fall Regional Meeting - Hotel 9:00 - 10:00 AM

2010 Annual Meeting
Schedule of Events

October 21 - 24, 2010
Executive Inn & Suites Encinal Yacht Club
1755 Embarcadero 1251 Pacific Marina
Oakland, CA  90606 Alameda, CA  94501
1-800-346-6331 510-522-3272
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Meeting Minutes
The Executive Committee, in response to suggestions to reduce the publishing cost of the Blue Gavel LOG, has decided 

not to print the Minutes in future issues of the LOG.
 

The minutes will now be available on the IOBG web site, www.iobg.org  -  or to request a set by mail, please contact:
     

P/C Marybeth Thayer
IOBG Recording Secretary

444 N. El Camino Real, Sp. 80            Encinitas, CA  92024-1312
760-632-9058                            Email: bethtnbillt@sbcglobal.net

FirstVice President  
Marc Connelly

The love Kathy and I have for Blue Gavel includes, what IOBG stands for and 
what IOBG accomplishes.  Additionally we volunteer and appreciate the travel, 
boating experiences and making new friends and acquaintances. 

At the Portland meeting we were very fortunate to spend time with P/C's Ron 
Timmerman, Lady Gayle Timmerman, Bill McKinney and Lady Margo McKinney. We can only say “ Many 
Thanks ” for your efforts !!!   Great meeting, with lots accomplished.

I hope as a member, you have studied the by-law changes. President Elect Vern Bendsen spent hour after 
hour studying the by-laws and asking for your input. To benefit IOBG, our Chapters and you as a member, all 
changes were approved. “Thank You” Vern for your considerable efforts. Also a strong “Thanks” to you as 
an IOBG member for your thoughts and votes.

In a previous LOG newsletters, items were presented regarding your receipt of the newsletter.  If you are 
having any problems (mail or e-mail)  with receiving the LOG, please contact me!!!   My phone, mail and e-mail 
are listed herein.

Sometime ago the LOG contained comments regarding individual knowledge of IOBG.  Still questions persist:

Question: Can an individual member attend an Executive Committee meeting?
Answer: Yes, anytime. The only exception is where IOBG personnel is involved.

Individual privacy is a very private item in IOBG

Question: What are our District Directors doing ? 
Answer: Directors are expected to work with their Chapters and individual members. 

Feel free to ask your Director what he/she is doing as it pertains to your Chapter
or your individual membership.

Question: I want to communicate with the Executive Committee. 
Answer: Please do !!!  IOBG is your organization.  The Executive Committee is always at 

membership disposal.  Contact anyone on the Executive Committee regarding any 
issue or question.  ( Rely on confidence)

Summer is here for all of us.   Lets go boating !!!!!!!!!



SecondVice President 
                   Stephen Willing

Now that the June 2010 Portland Regional Meeting is over, I am happy to report on 
several items that I believe are of interest to our members.

The first item is the June Portland Meeting and the Rose Festival. The two are only 
loosely connected. The June Regional Meeting has been held in Portland for several 
years and our attendance is usually high. This is the area of the United States 
where the IOBG was created.

June was chosen because the Rose Festival also occurs at this time, where people from far and wide, 
attend to see the festival and to participate in the rose horticulture competitions. The Goodwill Ambassadors 
for the city of Portland are known as the Royal Rosarians, a group of 275 men and women. The Royal 
Rosarians modeled their mythical realm of Rosaria after the government of King Henry VII, whose rise to the 
throne in 1485 ended the War of The Roses. Each year, several prominent people are chosen to be knighted, 
and in a fitting ceremony they receive a gold emblem and a rose named in their honour.

This year, President Elect Vern Bendsen became Sir Vern Bendsen, Knight of the Rose 'Easy Does It'. Also 
knighted among others were Judith Gelen - Executive Director, Society for Haitian Arts and Culture, Croix-
Des-Bouquets, Haiti; Brian Grant - Portland Trailblazers; Rear Admiral Gary T. Blore -  USCG, Commander, 
Thirteenth Coast Guard District, Oregon; and Captain Paul Dempsey - Deputy Commander Canadian Fleet 
Pacific, Victoria, British Columbia. I could go on, but you get the idea, this is a pretty impressive group of 
people for us to be associated.

While it's true that the general membership does not individually benefit from this ceremony, the organization 
as a whole receives a tremendous amount of publicity and recognition from people who would otherwise 
never have any knowledge that we exist. Because our members do not pay anything for this portion of the 
weekend, the publicity comes at no cost to our members. The Rosarian festivities, if you wish to attend, are at 
your own expense.

The recent demise of some IOBG members brought another subject to mind. The Policy and Procedures 
Manual has an excellent Memorial Service. This service may be personalised or altered or by the IOBG 
member officiating. Recently at  a District 25 funeral, over 60 members were in attendance, in navy blue 
blazers and grey slacks, to honour our friend. The family was deeply touched, and attendees not connected 
to boating, were moved by the respect shown to the deceased member through the IOBG service and 
prayers. The use of this service is common around the Great Lakes area, and I was surprised to learn this is 
not the case in other Districts. Please take a moment and look at the service, (online at IOBG.org) as your 
District might be interested in making use of this well written memorial.

On a final note. Shirley and I were happy once again, to see friends we have met over the years.  Life is 
really all about the friends we meet, and the good times we share. If we all think about it, we can trace the 
people we have met through IOBG, back to our decision to join a boat club. For most of us, that's many years 
ago.  People who pass on the opportunity to join IOBG as well as people who do, but fail to get involved, are 
missing the greatest asset the organization has to offer - friends. We look forward to meeting more friends at 
future regional meetings.

Please remember that the government of the USA, Department of Homeland Security, requires all persons 
entering the United States whether US citizens or not, to have a passport or other suitable identification such 
as a  NEXUS card or an enhanced driver's licence. Trying to enter the USA without proper identification can 
make for a very long day! As an international organization, we can anticipate that an occasional regional 
meeting will be held outside the United States.

Enjoy your summer safely, on land or on our waterways. Page 9



             Mediation Process

Our Bylaws allow for mediation of conflicts that have exhausted the 'Chain-of-Command' resolution 
procedures.

The process of mediation entails two or more disagreeing parties coming together with a neutral third party, 
called a mediator, to air and resolve grievances. Mediation can be initiated either by any party or a leader 
appointing a mediator to help resolve a conflict which he/she knows exists..
 
Typically the mediator would set a time for the parties to meet. The session begins with all parties present, 
and each side begins with an opening statement listing his or her grievances and positions. After the initial 
session, the mediator meets separately with each side to explore further their points of view, and what 
compromises are possible. The mediator may shuttle back and forth several times to help the parties arrive 
at resolution. If the dispute is protracted, the parties may arrange to continue in future sessions. The 
mediator helps the parties work towards resolution. The mediation process ends either with resolution, or, 
if no resolution is possible, the parties may pursue other avenues, such as arbitration or litigation..
 
What can mediation achieve that two parties with a disagreement cannot on their own?
 
Dialogue is Established.  When two persons are angry with each other, they often do not communicate. 
Because mediation supplies a structured format, the process brings the two sides together in a 
communicating environment, which is a first and major step in resolving a conflict.
 
Airing of Long-held Grievances.  In conflict situations, we often hear that people want to give the other 
person “a piece of their mind”. In a sense that does take place.  As mentioned above, in a typical mediation, 
the two sides meet formally with the mediator. At the inception of the process, each side is given the 
opportunity to make an opening statement. This is an opportunity for each side to lay out all his or her 
grievances. The opportunity to lay out all one's grievances can be a cathartic experience, and can have a 
healing effect.
 
Mediation Flushes Out Hidden Assumptions. Often conflicts arise due to different values and 
incorrect assumptions each holds of the other person. During opening statements, each side can gain 
insight into the other. Much can be learned about the other side's motives and intentions. Frequently the 
parties learn that the assumptions they made about the other side are totally without basis. That begins to 
clarify issues and resolve conflicts.
 
If the parties were to get together on their own, with no mediator present, the probability is high that each 
will yell at the other.  Neither listens; that type of meeting is unproductive and, in fact, counter-productive. 
The presence of a mediator is immensely important and useful. The mediator controls the mediation process 
and the decorum of the proceedings. If one side were to behave improperly, the mediator can request civil 
behavior. If it were merely a two-party meeting, lacking a mediator, when one side misbehaves, a request 
by the other side to be courteous may in fact escalate the tension. The very presence of the mediator in 
itself helps to avoid misbehavior.

Legal Officer  George C.  Knies
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Opportunity to Explore Compromises.  When the dispute consists of only the two sides with no 
mediator present, each side generally thinks of what demands he or she wants to make, with little or no 
thought of what might need to be given up. Stated somewhat differently, demands are at the fore, but 
thoughts on giving can be non-existent. Part of the role of the mediator is to facilitate the parties to arrive 
at an agreement. This neutral person can help each side in two respects. During the shuttling part of the 
process, the mediator can explore with the parties what each is willing to give to obtain what they want. 
Second, in addition to being a conduit of one side's view to the other, the mediator, as a neutral, can 
oftentimes see and propose possible solutions which may escape the two sides.
 
Confidential Treatment of Requested Information.  If parties are left to their own devices without 
the help of a mediator, there is no one with whom to share confidential information. In a mediation 
environment, that opportunity exists and can help immensely in arriving at a resolution. In one-on-one 
situations, one side can offer views of the other side to the mediator. Perhaps that has to do with the 
perceived intent or motivation of the other side. Those remarks may sound accusatory, if made directly to 
the other side; sharing that information with the mediator, but asking that it be kept confidential, allows the 
mediator to appreciate the concerns of that party. This gives the mediator the opportunity to find potential 
solutions that address those concerns which would otherwise go unaddressed. In essence, the 
mediation process attempts to find avenues that can contribute to inter-personal conflict resolution, 
which the two parties on their own would have been unable to find because they remain embroiled with 
each other.

Legal Officer Report Continued...

Our local Flotilla was asked to teach a safe boating class to a group of Sea Cadets. We held the classes 
on Coast Guard Station at Yerba Buena Island in San Francisco, California. We had 18 in the class from 
the ages of 8 to 17. It was interesting for us who had been use to teaching adults. 

Most of the material is geared to adults so it was difficult to keep the attention of the younger ones. 
Testing was done on-line. For those who pass the test received a certificate from the State of California 
Department of Boating and Waterways.

By Larry Draper

Telephone numbers and addersses of members are protected by the Privacy Act of 
1974.  As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers 
shall not be made available to the general public or any outside organization.  
Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled.

The publication of these rosters, addresses and telephone numbers on any 
computer on-line service including the Internet is prohibited by the 1974 Privacy Act.
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INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF THE BLUE GAVEL
Summer Regional Meeting Registration

August 19 - 21, 2010                                              Baltimore, Maryland

EVENT SCHEDULE
Thursday, August 19
3:00 PM Registration - Sheraton Hotel & Resorts  (Check-in)
4:00 - 7:00 PM Cocktail Party - Inner Harbor Marina - Pier (to be determined).
7:30 PM Dinner on your own  (Restaurant of your choice)

Friday, August 20
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM IOBG Regional Meeting - Sheraton Conference Room (Potomac)
9:30  AM             IOBGA Regional Meeting - Sheraton 
12:00 - 1:00 PM Lunch - Sheraton Hotel
1:00 - 2:30 PM IOBG Regional Meeting - Sheraton Conference Room (Potomac) - Cont.
2:45 PM Depart for Eastern Yacht Club 
3:15 - 4:30 PM Cocktail Party Eastern Yacht Club              
4:40 PM Depart for Otter Point Yacht Club
5:40 - 6:50 PM Cocktail Party Otter Point Yacht Club                      
7:10 PM Depart for Bush River Yacht Club

(some members can travel by boat to Bush River Yacht Club)
7:30 PM  - 12:00 AM Dinner and Dance Bush River Yacht Club                    
12:30 AM Last Bus Departs for Sheraton Hotel
                   
Saturday, August 21
8:00 - 9:00 AM Executive Committee Meeting - Sheraton Conference Room (Potomac)
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Membership Meeting - Sheraton Conference Room (Potomac)
12:00 - 1:00 PM Lunch - Sheraton Hotel 
1:00 - 2:30 PM Executive Committee Meeting - Sheraton Conference Room (Potomac)                           
3:00 PM Bus (1) Departs Sheraton Hotel.  Bus (2) Departs Bush River Yacht Club  
                                    Destination - Annapolis Yacht Club
5:00 - 6:00 PM Cocktail Party at Annapolis Yacht Club
6:15 PM Depart for Kent Island Yacht Club
6:30 - 9:00 PM Dinner Kent Island Yacht Club            
9:15 PM Bus Depart For Sheraton Hotel and Bush River Yacht Club

Sunday, August 22
Departure / Free Time
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INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF THE BLUE GAVEL
Summer Regional Meeting Registration

August 19 - 21, 2010                                              Baltimore, Maryland
EVENT & MEAL SELECTIONS

Date      Location                        Time                # Persons             Total

Thursday, August 19
Cocktail Party       Inner Harbor Marina - E Pier      4 - 7:00 PM              Complimentary  (District 27)
Dinner  (On Your Own)                                               7:00 PM              Restaurant of your choice

Friday, August 20
Lunch        Sheraton Hotel & Resort      12 -1:00 PM      ____ X  $30.00 $_______
 

Dinner Dance       Bush River Yacht Club              8 - 12:00 PM    ____ X  $30.00 $_______
 

Bus Transportation for Friday        ____ X  $10.00 $_______
                   
Saturday, August 21
Lunch                  Sheraton Hotel & Resort           12 - 1:00 PM     ____ X  $30.00 $_______ 
 

Dinner                  Kent Island Yacht Club               7 - 9:15 PM     ____ X  $35.00 $_______ 
 

Bus Transportation for Saturday                                                    ____ X  $20.00 $_______

                                                                                                                    TOTAL   $______

  EVENT REGISTRATION ( Mail-In) FORM

District :____   Office Held:______________________  Other Info:_______________

Name:_____________________________  Spouse/Guest:____________________

Address:______________________________   City:_________________________ 

State:_______   Zip:____________

Telephone:__________________________    Cell:__________________________ 

Email Address:_______________________________________________________

Spouse/Guest is a member of:_______________________IOBG _____ IOBGA ____

For Assistance/information please contact:    
        

 VP Chuck Browning                             P/C Dennis Taylor                           P/C Frank Abbott
  247 Temple Drive                                 4 Water Street   Box 173                  116 Jupiter Road
  Bel Air, Maryland  21015                       Charlestown, MD  21914                  Newark, DE  19711
  410-569-6338 h, 443-309-6674 c         443-466-9567                                   302-593-8095
 Email:  captainchuckb@aol.com             Pace444@msn.com                          fta@quantumleap.us 

    Make Checks Payable to:  IOBG District 27   c/o Frank Abbott 
(at the above address) no later than August  1, 2010.



Fun on the Chesapeake Bay
Sponsored by District 27

Hotel Reservations
The Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel

                                           
300 South Charles Street

 Room Cost   Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Single:    $129 Phone:  410-347-1827
Double:   $129 Fax: 410-347-1853

      
Contacts: 

 PC's Chuck Browning     Jack Fitzgerald Bob Howe
443-309-6674     410-671-6870 703-517-5482
captainchuckb@aol.com     fitzandcompany@aol.com pscoldsalt@hotmail.com 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF THE BLUE GAVEL
Summer Regional Meeting Registration

August 19 - 21, 2010                                                 Baltimore, Maryland

A personalized web site for your Hotel Reservations has been posted to the IOBG web site at 
www.iobg.org.   Use this link for a fast & easy way to make your room reservations at the Sheraton 
Inner Harbor Hotel.

Guests can access the site to learn more about the event and to book, modify, or cancel a reservation 
from February 18, 2010 to August 24, 2010.
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US Sailing Representative Report       
by Bill Thayer

February 2010

The annual Meeting in League City, Texas, elected three new Directors and Gary Jobson was named 
President.  

In November, the Floating Doctors organized by Dr. Benjamin LaBrat, departed St Augustine, Florida 
aboard a 76' sailboat named Southern Wind with a crew of 15 and 20,000 lbs of medical supplies on a 
medical humanitarian cruise utilizing the wind and the sun as energy.  They will sail to 15 countries in Latin 
America and the Pacific Islands.

The Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012 amendments are effective January 1, 2010.

U S Sailing's Annual Appeal raised over $150,000 from nearly 700 members to fund and expand new 
initiatives.  

Bora Gulari and Anne Tunnicliffe were Rolex Yachtsman and Yachtswoman of the Year.

The December 30 weekly newsletter looked back at 2009 highlights, what a year is was!

Safety at Sea Seminars began in February with the first one held at the California Maritime Academy.  The 
schedule is on the web site.

Larry Ellison and the crew aboard BMW Oracle brought the Americas Cup back to the USA in an 
astounding trouncing of the Swiss Boat Alinghi.

May 2010

As US Sailing sails into another sailing season, so also begins the regular schedule of events, Racing, 
Education, Safety and Cruising, which most if not all of you have read about or been involved with begins 
to unfold.  With US Sailing now on Face Book and Twitter, in addition to their own website, there is not a 
lot I can enlighten you with, but I will report on successes and new endeavors they are involved in.

US Sailing strengthens support of college sailing by creating a new four year membership designed 
specifically for the college sailor, and is partnering with the Intercollegiate Sailing Association (ICSA) to 
create a new college website (icsa-collegesailing.org).  The website will consist of more scheduling and 
sailing info dealing with the college sailor including college rankings and an article on the College Sailor of 
Week.  

US Sailing's Safety at Sea Seminars kicked off returning to Toronto in April with American offshore gurus, 
John Rousmaniere and John Bonds stepping in front of 300 sailors.  The event was hosted by the Royal 
Canadian Yacht Club.

US Sailing's interview with BMW ORACLE Racing Team Tactician John Kostecki was quite enlightening on 
both the America's Cup and Offshore Racing.  It can be picked up on the website in the archived May 5th 
newsletter.

US Sailing's interview with Stanford Head Coach John Vandemoer gives some good insight into collegiate 
racing.  It can be picked up on the website archives in the May 19 newsletter.

The US Sailing Speaker Series Kicked off at the Sarasota Yacht Club on April 20th.

The Racing Rules of Sailing now have a iPhone Application.  Page 15



DTE Design This, Inc.
c/o Carol Wilson or Barbara Browning

201 Gateway Drive, Suite F
Bel Air, Maryland  21014

Telephone:  (410) 420-6880 
Fax:  (410) 420-6880

e-mail:  barb1dte@aol.com or 
cwilson751@aol.com

www.designthisent.com

Embroidery Factory
c/o Shirley & Les Housley

6000A Egret Court
Benicia, California   94510

Telephone:  (707) 746-7625
Fax:  (707) 746-7685

e-mail:  
Customerservice@embroideryfactory.com

Pierside Promotions
c/o David Kutz

23911 Newell Lane NE
Kingston, Washington  98346
Telephone:  (360) 297-2935

Cell: 360-271-1105
Fax: 866-239-2070

e-mail:  PiersidePromos@aol.com
www.piersidepromos.com

Yachta Lettering
c/o Paul and Lynn Erb

13 Dori Lane
Barnegat, New Jersey  08005
Telephone:  (609) 698-6735
Fax:  M/W/F:  (609) 698-6735

e-mail:  yachtalettering@comcast.net 
www.companycasuals.com

   IOBG and  IOBGA
Clothing and Accessories                       Approved Vendors

     (775) 782-3380
     (800) 315-7485

Fax: (775) 782-4003

1380 Centerville Lane #32
Gardnerville, NV   89410-9715
Email:  Comsignia@aol.com
www.commodoreinsignia.com

IOBG Blazer emblems are authorized for sale by Commodore Insignia.  These emblems have the Blue Gavel Burgee on the 
left staff and the Commodore’s club on the right staff.  They are available in a white or black background and the price is 
$20.95 each plus shipping and tax.

BLAZER EMBLEMS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR THE AUXILIARY

To order:  Send this order form with a color sample of club burgee (business card or letterhead - we may have burgee on 
file) to Commodore Insignia.  You can telephone your order using  (800)-315-7485 or our Fax:  (775) 782-4003. 

             Quantity                Black          White    Unit Price                Total

IOBG Blazer Emblem

Auxiliary Blazer Emblem

Please Print

I am a paid up member of IOBG   District #__________YachtClub______________________________________Year______
            IOBGA District #__________

Signature______________________________________Ship to:   _______________________________________________

The above will be verified.                             _______________________________________________

Member will be billed for emblems when shipped.                   _______________________________________________

      Contact Phone Number:    _______________________________________________

  Email Addresses:     _______________________________________________
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Appreciation Plaque to Palm Coast YC



In Remembrance...

Edward G. Kendrick (Ted) was born in San Francisco August 21, 1937.  He graduated from John 
O'Connell Technical High School in 1955 and immediately joined the Navy.  He spent two years active 
duty and the remainder of his tour in the reserves.  He was discharged in 1962.  Ted liked to tell 
people that he spent his entire career at the Oakland Naval Air Station in Oakland, CA and that he was 
a veteran of the gas war.

Ted married Mary Brennan in 1958.  At the time of his death his family had grown to three children; Ed, 
Scott & Diane.  They gave him four grandchildren and six great grandchildren.

In 1960 they moved to Pacifica, CA where they lived for 17 years.  During that time he became a 
business owner, volunteered with the Civil Defense and joined the police reserves.  He later went on 
to join the Pacifica Police Department and worked as a patrol officer, court officer and was certified 
by the FBI as a small arms instructor running the officer training program at the range.

In 1977 he left the department and packed up his family and moved to Antioch, CA where he helped 
his brother-in-law start a new business.  This is where his journey in boating began. 

He bought his first boat in 1979 and joined the San Joaquin Yacht Club on Bethel Island in 1981.   He 
worked his way through the Chairs and became Commodore in 1985.  After that he joined Driftwood 
Yacht Club in Antioch as a Charter Member and was also a member of Noble Island Boat Club.

He joined  The International Order of the Blue Gavel in 1986 and was one of a group that convinced 
the International Board that the Delta needed its own Chapter.  This was the beginning of District 19.  
Ted again started through the Chairs and worked his way through District President, Director and 
Southwestern Vice President.  While all the time attending the International Board meetings wherever 
they were.  With the help of a group of energetic members in District 19, Ted was voted onto the 
International Board and became IOBG International President in 1998.  Ted was totally focused on his 
Office and served the IOBG with dedication and pride.

In 2005 Ted decided it was time to relax.  He retired from the company he helped start 28 years prior, 
got a dog named Misty, bought a motorhome and sold his boat.  He, Mary and Misty traveled the 
country as often as they could.   He kept his membership in San Joaquin Yacht Club and kept in touch 
with what was going on with IOBG through the LOG newsletter and his many friends.

Ted passed away on June 2, 2010 at the age of 72.

Edward G. Kendrick
 1998 International Past President
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Districts 1, 2, 4, 5 & 24

Northwestern V.P.

Art Kovarnik
Well we're coming to the end of another year. This past year has really gone by 
fast.

It is my hope to see a great turnout for the change of watch for International. This year it will be in sunny 
Oakland, California. There are many things planned for this October and California is a great place to get 
warm and dry out for all us Northwest members!

District #5 is doing great things and growing fast. Thanks to all in District #5 and keep up the good work.  
District #1 has lost a few members but still bringing in new members.

I'd like to thank all the Northwest area for there support this past year and I'm looking forward to this up 
coming year.  If I can help any of your Chapters please give me a call or an e-Mail to akovarnik@msn.com.  
It is imporant that we all work together to support IOBG in any way we can.  This is our organization. If we 
want something out of IOBG, we all need to be willing to put something in. 

I hope everyone has a safe wonderful summer.  Carol and I are on our way to Ouray, Colorado for a 
couple weeks.  So far the weather has been great.

Mary Nye Meyers, Alternate  Director
District 1

District 1 held it’s Spring regional meeting on April 9 - 
11, 2010 at the newly completed Clover Island Yacht 
Club in Kennewick, WA.  What a beautiful, new yacht 
club!   Four new members were inducted into IOBG 
during the Mexican Fiesta weekend festivities.  Many 
thanks to Clover Island Yacht Club for hosting the 
meeting.

We would like to thank District 5 President Ron Timmerman and 
Vice President Bill McKinney for joining us at the Spring 
meeting.  District 5 is our neighbor encompassing 
southwestern Washington and Oregon.  Ron and his Board 
have made great strides in the growth and evolution of their 
District.  
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District 1 Report Continued...

My Paralympic Torchbearer Experience

When the announcement went out asking people to put their names in to be an Olympic runner, my husband, 
Dennis, excitedly said 'I'll put our names in'. I replied, 'I don't know about that, I can't run, and I don't know if I 
could even walk far enough', with arthritis some days I'm not sure I can walk 20 feet, never mind run, AND, 
I'd have to carry a lit torch!)

The next time I heard about the run, was when Den, with one of my co-workers,  came into the office, 
where I work part time, handed me a piece of paper and said read this. It was an invitation for me to run in 
the Paralympic Relay. This was the day before I was scheduled to have surgery on my right wrist (due to 
arthritis), and all I could think of was I would have to run (???) a certain distance and carry a torch. I 
expressed my doubts!

Den and the other lady were so excited and they said 'You'll be fine'.  I found out later Den had talked to 
several people in City Hall, as well as my manager and my name was submitted for the relay.

As the next few weeks passed, emails went back and forth, all I could think of was I had to walk and carry 
a torch!

The night before the relay, I had to attend an information session downtown and pick up the outfit they give 
to all the torchbearers. They explained the torch would only be lit as it was exchanged and turned off the 
moment the next torch was lit. Once a runner was in the van the torch would be opened and the canister 
would be cut out of the torch. The relay was to go around Robson Square, and we were to walk, not run, as 
people complained there was not enough time to take a photo before the torch had gone past. 

Here in the Pacific Northwest, our 
largest Opening Day is held at 
Seattle Yacht Club on the first 
weekend in May.  Nearly 300 
boats participate in the 
ceremonies and parade.  

District 1 and the International 
Order of the Blue Gavel were 
well represented by (pictured left 
to right) Auxiliary President 
Michael Meyers, 2nd Vice 
President Phil Osterli, 1st Vice 
President David Kutz and 
President Robert Weber.

Our Change of Watch and Fall regional meeting is scheduled for September 24 - 26, 2010 
in Gig Harbor, WA. On Saturday night, bring your beach attire and come join us for a 
Margaritaville party.  Parrotheads and Jimmy Buffett fans get ready!

Betty Harris-Peake, Secretary (British Columbia, Canada
District 4
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District 4 Continued

Each runner was asked to say something about themselves. There were some very touching moments: one 
fellow said he'd lost both of his legs below the knees in Afghanistan, a lady said very shortly after her son 
was born, both feet had to be amputated. She said she thought she would never smile again, and now she 
was all smiles as her son had won a gold medal in sledge hockey and could win another one. 

My location was Robson and Bute at 1052 Friday, March 12, 2010. 

I had kept my eyes on the weather for several days before the relay. I was pleasantly surprised when I 
arose on March 12, no rain!  I was to arrive at the information office, dressed in the outfit, at 8:30 am. We 
decided to arrive early so we could have something to eat, which we did.

We went into the office and I received my number, 271, and torch which I could purchase, if I wanted to keep 
it. (I did.) About 20 people went into each van, and were driven to their location. When each person got out of 
the van they were cheered. 

In the van the coordinator was in constant touch regarding the time. We were ahead of schedule so she said 
walk SLOWLY. Whew! As a person had their torch lit, the driver would move on to the next exchange point 
ahead. 

When the 270th person started his section of the relay, it began to rain, and it poured for the next hour!

When I got out of the van at my location, there were many people on the street, people I used to work with, 
people I work with now, people Den works with, some of my Friday curling pals, five ladies I play bridge with, 
and one lady I used to go to school with. What a pleasant surprise! (Den had emailed most people with whom 
I keep in contact.)

Once my torch was lit, I held it with both hands, walked 
along Robson with all of my friends following me. Just 
past Thurlow, I lit the next person's torch, my torch flame 
was lowered, I got back into the van and the canister 
was removed, I walked back to say hello to my friends 
and many photos were taken.

Den and I had promised the people in our offices we 
would come back to let them see the torch, which we 
did. More photos were taken!

Then it was off to LiveCity on Georgia Street, where Den had 
worked during the Olympics (and would work there for the 
Paralympics), where Mayor Gregor Robertson and John 
Furlong were going to make speeches. More photos were 
taken, and I even got to shake John Furlong's hand and have 
my photo taken with him. He looked very tired.

After the speeches, and photos at LiveCity, it was off to see 
the Paralympic Opening Ceremonies with my friend.

It was a very long day, but thinking back it was an amazing 
and delightful experience, something I will always remember. 

(Some husbands do have your best thoughts in mind!)
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Districts 6, 10, 11,14,15,16, 19, 21

Southwestern V.P.
Gary McGrath

It has been busy year so far for my wife and I. In February we attended the Driftwood Yacht Club’s Change 
of Watch dinner where I installed their new Officers for 2010
.
On March 13th and 14th, I, my wife Estella, Phil and Carol Promessi attended Marina Del Ray’s Opening Days. 
It was a hectic two days as we visited three yacht club opening ceremonies each day and a new IOBG 
member was inducted at each club. We were on the go from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM each day but it was very 
interesting to see how each club had a similar but different ceremony.

In April, my wife and I attended the opening day ceremony at the San Joaquin Yacht Club and met with some 
of their IOBG members.

On May 16, Estella and I, along with several other District 19 members, attended District 14's General 
Membership meeting. It was interesting to hear some of the programs they are using to secure new 
members in their District. Also they will again be heavily involved in the Summer Sailstice. Both District 19 and 
14 had boats representing IOBG that participated in the PICYA Wheelchair Regatta.

On a general basis, both Districts 19 and 14 are having fundraising events for Vern Bendsen’s inauguration. 

On a sad note, last Sunday, my wife and I attended the funeral services for International Past President Ted 
Kendrick. It was a fine tribute to Ted and you will happy to know it was well attended by many IOBG 
members as well as International Past President Larry Foote.

Lenworth Gordon, Dist. Director
District 14

In District 14 we started the year 2010 with a full slate of officers and activities for enhancing the prospects 
for reaching specified goals to include:
1. Increasing the membership of IOBG District 14 and the IOBGA
2. Outreach to our current membership for renewing their commitment to serve
3. Sharpen our focus on fundraising programs (old and new) with greater emphasis on the 
     Humanitarian Foundation, as well as, our local initiatives
4. Provide targeted support to the Greater IOBG programs.

We inducted three members early in the year at the Encinal 
Yacht Club. Later on at the Island Yacht Club we brought on 
board another member who served in the Auxiliary for some 
time as our webmaster immediately after he completed his 
term as their Commodore. Then at our Crab Feed in May, 
Renee Gordon, International Auxiliary Treasurer, recruited 
three members for the IOBGA.



The Annual 2010 South Bay Opening Day enjoyed increased community participation. We stand poised for 
the up coming Summer Sailstice events at the Treasure Island Yacht Club. D14 is paying special attention to 
how this program is growing worldwide, and sees a vision of this as a possible vehicle for IOBG to embrace 
Yacht Clubs worldwide.

As our President-Elect Vern Bendsen spoke at the Portland Conference of the importance of Cogent 
Communications, we feel a sense of synergy as we presented our contributions therein.  We presented 
complete information of Northern California Chapters, compiled within “Yachting Yearbooks” compliments of 
the Pacific Interclub Yachting Association.  Our desire is to bridge information to Chapters in Northern 
California and all other IOBG Chapters and to welcome them to the General Conference and inauguration of 
our own President-Elect Vern Bendsen in October of 2010.

District 14  Report 
Continued

This joint meeting was designed and approached in a formal format, bringing the family together in all our 
outreach communications. The basic idea is to develop program formats, which will respect the contribution 
of the family unit, and mirror the joint process of the International Conferences.

The 2010 Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser, held in March 2010, at the 
Berkeley Yacht Club received modest attendance but still enough of 
us to make a few dollars. The fresh crabs were delicious and the 
complimentary Jazz entertainment by John Zellabach Trio of 
Berkeley Yacht Club provided superb atmosphere and a delight to 
our guests. 

We continue with special attention to support the inauguration of President-Elect Vern Bendsen in October of 
2010, as well as, our response to the IOBG 2010 By-Law changes. To do this we called a special joint 
general meeting of the IOBG and IOBGA members of D14 with special invitation to Officers of D19 and the 
South Western IOBG Officers.  All areas were well represented. D14 also made a commitment to assist 
IOBG in broadening information directed to their overseas Chapters for greater effectiveness and increased 
membership worldwide.

IOBG 
members 
assisting 
other boating 
organizations 
with safe 
boating 
education

Master of 
Ceremonies, 
Dave Blivin 
with Grand 
Marshall, 
Redwood 
City Vice 
Mayor, Alicia 
Aquirre

Blue Max and SYC El Toro fleet - Sequoia Yacht Club, Jr. Sailing
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Tom Lyon
Districts 7, 9, 23, 25

N orthCentral V.P.

The spring has been busy in the North Central Region. I have attended numerous Board and general 
membership meetings during the Winter and Spring months.

District 7 held a rendevous in Huron Ohio at the Huron Boat Basin honoring the Greater Cleveland Boating 
Association the weekend of June 25.  

District 25 and District 9 had well attended meetings and discussions on the by-law changes were 
discussed at both.  District 9 had a wonderful Humanitarian Fundraising event and the food was 
outstanding. 

My apologies for not getting on the West and North side of Michigan to visit District 23

District 25 District 25 held a rendezvous in honor of President Russell Skitch, held at Great Lakes Steel 
Boat Club during the weekend of June 25 and 26th. 



Pictured left to right: 
Stephen Willing, International 2nd Vice President

Commodore Mary Alderman, Great Lakes Steel Boat Club
Tom Lyon, North Central Vice President

Russell Skitch, District 25 President

Sharon Skitch
Dist. 25 Auxiliary President

Russell Skitch
Dist. 25 President
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Members from District 7 celebrated 2010 President Matthew Schmidt’s President’s Ball  in style on the 
Riviera Maya, Mexico’s Grand Palladium Resort & Spa.  The week-long celebration included tours amongst 
other activities at the all-inclusive resort.    From L-R   P/C John & Cindy Wierzchowski; Lee & Margie 
Wierzchowski; P/C Robert & Barbara Sefcovic; D7 President Matthew & Andrea Schmidt; D7 P/P Scott & 
Laura Croxford; P/C Al & P/P IOBG Hildegard Gebhardt; P/C Warren & Mary Anne Dempster.

As you can see food was in great abundance as P/C 
Warren Dempster gets ready to tackle this hefty lobster at 
dinner for D7 President’s Ball week in Mexico.

District 7 District Director Joel Kay discussed the very busy schedule this past spring between Cleveland 
and Columbus with events in which both IOBG and IOBGA participated.  

We had an Executive Meeting to discuss the new bylaws, voted on them and encouraged members to 
access the IOBG website.
Member David Friedman passed away, I attended the Memorial Service. 
With summer coming we are looking forward to getting new members.
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N ortheastern V.P.
Chuck Browning
Districts 3, 12, 20, 26, 27

District 3

Jack S. Cobler, 83, of Amherst, NY, died Monday, April 19, 2010, peacefully in 
Brothers of Mercy in Clarence with his family at his bedside. Mr. Cobler was born 
May 31, 1926. Jack was a Pilot trainee in the Army Air Force during World War II. 
After the war, he went to work for the Buffalo branch of the National Casket Co. 
selling funeral supplies to area funeral homes. He was there for ten years and in 
1956 purchased Buffalo Funeral Car Service Inc. He rented hearses and 
limousines to many funeral homes in western New York and in 1998 sold the 
business and retired. He met his wife Agnes while skiing in 1946. Being an avid 
skier, he took his family skiing to most of the areas of Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Quebec and many times to the Italian and Swiss Alps. They spent the summers 
aboard the family cruiser, "Five Seas" traveling Lake Erie, the Niagara River, 

Finger Lakes and the Thousand Islands. He was a former member of the Concord Ski Club, Niagara Ski Club, 
Buffalo Ski Club, Sandy Beach Yacht Club, Past Commodore of the LaSalle Yacht Club, Buffalo Yacht Club, 
Past President of the International Order of the Blue Gavel District #3, Buffalo Rotary Club, 
LeChaine Rotessurs, Safety Officer for the Niagara Power Squadron, Past President of the Buffalo Funeral 
Vehicles Owners Assn. and life member of the Ellwood Fire Co.

District 26
Held their dinner meeting at the Huntington Yacht Club and had dinner at Tutto Pazzo in 
Huntington New York on June 2, 2010.  District 26 members always have a great time at 
their dinner meetings.  

District 27 Is holding their first annual Golf Outing in support of our wounded soldiers.  They are hoping 
for a big turnout.  At least 20 wounded warriors plan to attend.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The International Order of the Blue Gavel District 27 is an International Association of Past Commodores on 
the Chesapeake Bay.  The main function of District 27 is to Support Charity, and this year we are supporting 
our Wounded Veterans and their Families through the Vet's on the Bay Foundation, they have honored our 
returning wounded veterans and their families by helping them break away from their hospital routine and 
enjoy a relaxing family day on the Chesapeake Bay.  The average stay at Walter Reed Hospital is 18 months, 
and Vet's on the Bay offers 3 to 4 outings during each May-October boating season.  We would like to 
challenge everyone to help raise funds for this wonderful project during 2010.
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District 27 Continued

Bush River Yacht Club has completed the facelift of their 
club.  It has taken several months; however, the club 
will look great for the visiting International Order of the 
Blue Gavel, Summer Meeting scheduled for August 20 - 
22.  For more information go to Bush River web site,  
www.bushriveryachtclub.org. 

1st Vice President Marc 
Connelly & Kathy - 
District 3 Members

2nd Vice President 
Stephen Willing - 

District 25

President Ray 
Thompson - 

District 8

1st Vice 
President 

Marc Connelly 
- District 3

President-Elect 
Vern Bendsen- 

District 19



Southeastern V.P.
Tom Sullivan

Districts 8 & 18

District 8
Lee Clifford, Director

From time to time the question is asked, “What does Blue Gavel do for me?” and the response is “What do 
you do for the Blue Gavel?”  In other words, there is a direct correlation be tween these two questions.

Did you know that Royal Palm Yacht Club’s Blue Gavel Chapter has a “Burial at Sea” program which is 
available to all members and their immediate families; and has been operational for many years.

A committee consisting of a member of Royal Palm’s Blue Gavel Chapter along with local Clergy and a 
licensed Funeral Director makes this happen.  The IOBG Chapter President makes all contacts and 
coordinates all arrangements.

What does Blue Gavel do for me?

District 8 has so far this year had two very successful meetings under the leadership of our President, 
Thomas Joe Dowdell, at Vero Beach Yacht Club and Marathon Yacht Club.  Two more meetings are 
scheduled yet this year.

We have been fortunate to have International President Ray Thompson at our meetings.  Ray is a District 8 
member.   I might also mention Past International President Harvey Sussel and International Southeastern 
Vice President Tom Sullivan attend also.

The “jump ship” guys, “brand X” or FCA are constantly trying to woo members from our Chapters.  No 
luck.  Our loyal members are proud to belong to a strong international organization with a background of 
many years and a history of being generous to needy causes.

Our last meeting was in Marathon, Florida.  Marathon is in the Florida Keys (small islands) south of Miami 
and about halfway between Miami and Key West, southernmost place in the US.  Marathon Yacht Club is 
the home club of our District 8 President.  The meeting was lively.  Among the items addressed was the 
passage of revised amendments, district split (no action) and information from International President-Elect 
Vern Bendsen concerning International nominations procedures.

If you or a fellow Blue Gavel member are interested in an International District 8 office, let me know and I 
will contact you.  Also, please let me know if your club would be willilng to host one of our four meetings 
next year.

Be proud.  You belong to the best.

Page 29



Page 30

District 18

District 18 is moving ahead under the leadership of it’s President, PC Mike Barbrow (Ft. Loudoun Yacht 
Club).  Funds have been released by the International to Treasurer PC Randy Blalock (Ft. Loudoun Yacht 
Club) and Vice President PC Buzz Bisanz (Allatoona Yacht Club) who are involved with the District’s 
planning.

Memorial day weekend found Ft. Loudoun visiting the Chattanooga Yacht Club and Chattanooga returns 
with a visit to Ft. Loudoun in July.

There are currently 10 paid up members in District 51. We did not lose any 
members this year but we did not gain any as well. 

I have sent correspondence to all paid up members but have not gotten any replies yet. I am also 
sending out a letter to those on the roster who have not paid up but still are on the list. I have not 
received any official stationery yet from International after a few requests. My goal is to get some of 
the past members back in the fold. 

My one At-Large District with 2 past members is silent. There are 6 members from the Houston ,Texas 
area with 5 from Houston Yacht Club and 1 from Lakewood Yacht Club. We have 1 member also from 
Austin Yacht Club in Texas so it appears that Texas is the 70% core of District 51. 

We have 1 member from Japan. 1 from Arizona, 1 from Iowa .... I will continue to work to build the 
membership via personal mail, etc. 

District 51 did cast our 1 vote for the Bylaws issue.

Walter Kadyk, Director
District 51

District 8 President Joe Dowdell 
speaking at

the Spring Regional Meeting in 
Portland, Oregon.
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President

President
Elect

1st Vice 
President

Secretary

Treasurer

2nd Vice 
President

Lucille Anthony  (Dist 19)
171 Bel Air Circle
Fairfield, CA  97533

Tel:  707-399-8283
JoJotolly1@aol.com

Deanna Tomei  (Dist 19)
753 Chestnut Ave.
San Bruno, CA  94066

Tel:  650-871-0802
dhtomei7057@att.net

Susan Sullivan  (Dist 8)
1213 SW Eagleglen PL
Stuart, FL  34997

Tel:  772-223-8789
sueandts@bellsouth.net

Gerva Hughes  (Dist 1)
3608 Road 84
Pasco, WA  99301-1619

Tel:  509-547-6743
mariongerva@yahoo.com

Ethel Keith  (Dist 7)
1135 Brandon Road
Cleveland Heights, OH  44112

Tel:  216-371-4933
ethel44112@yahoo.com

Renee Gordon  (Dist 14)
P.O. Box 8770 
Emeryville, CA  94662

Tel:  510-812-4404
memoriesbynae@aol.com
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President  Lucy Anthony

International Order of the 
Blue Gavel Auxiliary

Happy days are hear again with the lazy hazy  days of summer. It has been a very wet spring. On the way to 
Regional meeting in Portland Oregon we go by Lake Shasta which in the past years has been very low and 
this year it was full and beautiful with the back drop of snow crested majestic Mt. Shasta as a back drop. 
house boats and pleasure boats were out in force on the Lake with miles and miles to explore and travel. This 
will be a great year for boating and enjoying all of natures treasurers.
 
It was a pleasure to see all the IOBG and IOBGA members to renew friendships and conversation of the 
months gone by since Florida. Portland Yacht Club had the accommodations to facilitate both meetings and a 
wonderful luncheon. Portland Yacht Club has a great ships store also. 

The IOBGA meeting gave us all a change to get caught up on the doings of the various Chapters giving us all 
an insight to changes into the yachting world and how to make it better. Mary Nye Meyers spoke on the web 
site. Please explore this area of knowledge at www.iobga.org.  Marion Hughes from IOBG also spoke to the 
ladies. It was my pleasure to be introduced to IOBG and speak on behalf of IOBGA.
 
Portland is my birth place and home for decades before I moved to California. I find going back every year is a 
pleasure and to be guests of the Royal Rosarians is the best.  It is a great honor to be part of the knighting 
ceremony and witness your friends become Knights or Dames. Thank you Sir Vern Bendsen.
 
Tyee Yacht Club had a BBQ dinner with music and entertainment that was superb. A beautiful yacht club on 
the water nestled among yachts and the beauty of the river.
 
See you all in Baltimore, Maryland and be prepared to have a great time at this Regional meeting.
 
Remember to reach out and share your boating with all. That we may teach and encourage others to become 
active in boating for we are the bridge to the future. See you BFS Audrey.

Welcome 
New 

District 1 
Auxiliary 
Members

Betty Hinckley, Northwest Regional Director 
Northwest Regional Report

District 1 continues to grow under the leadership of Mike 
Meyers, the first male President of IOBGA in the history of the 
District 1.  At the Spring Meeting on April 11-13, 2010, held at 
Clover Island Yacht Club in Kennewick, WA., Mike gave all the 
25 attending IOBGA members gifts that were useful tools!  

The Raffle was very successful with the money divided between the Humanitarian Foundation, Make-a-
Wish, and Wishing Star.  District 5 joined in the Mexican Fiesta. There are 48 members with seven additional 
new members installed.
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Judy Longfellow, President
District 15 As my Presidency of IOGBA comes to a close I would like to share an 

overview of our last 14 months.  We started our year with the IOBGA 2nd 
annual Yacht Club Management Seminar on January 17, 2009. Again, it was a 
rousing success with many new people in attendance.  People were good to 

share traditions and ideas from their yacht clubs that are always beneficial to new spouses of the board 
officers and everyone else as well.

In February the Winter Regional IOBG Meeting was held at the Bahia Resort Hotel.  Our Auxiliary set up an 
area at Mission Bay YC to host an IOBGA meeting with all of the visiting members.  It was lots of fun to meet 
members from all over the region.

We had our New Member Luncheon in March at the Bali Hai Restaurant on Shelter Island.  We started with a 
fun “mixer” by playing Bingo, made up of info that each guest gave when they made their reservations.  They 
had to find each person who matched the info in the different squares on their Bingo cards.  It was great fun 
and certainly a wonderful way to get acquainted with everyone.  We also raffled off two baskets of which a 
portion of the money was donated to the Humanitarian Fund.  The food was delicious and I think that 
everyone went away having had a good time.   

April and May we were kept busy traveling to all of the Opening Days in our area, and sometimes even 
beyond our area. 
 
In June we had fun at the annual IOBG Bar-B-Que which was held at the NYCSD on their beach in 
Coronado.  The food was wonderful and the fellowship even better.  A great time was had by all.

In September we held our first fundraiser for the San Diego National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic by 
having a Phantom Cruise.  This worked out great, as you really didn't have to go anywhere.  Just donate 
money for a really good cause.  We were able to raise around $900 and were very excited about our 
success.  We hope to make this an annual event and raise our goal to $1000 plus!

 We had planned a bus trip to Viejas in November for a fun day of Christmas shopping, lunch and a little 
gambling, but because we hadn't made the arrangements 3-4 months in advance (my bad), we were unable 
to do this.  Hopefully we can do it this coming year.

Since we were not sure if we were going to have any of our officers continue, we had a special meeting in 
October and invited and encouraged members to join us and help us out with ideas and hopefully get 
volunteers to hold an office for the coming year.  Well, luck was with us and 3 of our officers decided to 
stay on, and one of our new members volunteered to fill our other office.  How excited we were.  We were 
so afraid our group was going to fade away.  Our new officers for 2010 will be President-Denise Merino, 
Mission Bay YC, Vice-President-- Nina Hall, Venture YC, Secretary-Bill Thayer,  Santa Margarita YC, 
Treasurer-Dawn Nemoy, Mission Bay YC.  Judy Longfellow volunteered to be in charge of the fundraiser for 
the S.D. Veterans Sport Clinic again.  We will break tradition and install our new officers at our New Member 
Lunch in February.  In the past we have combined with the IOBG October Dinner Meeting for both the 
IOBG/IOBGA installations of the new officers.  

Once again in January, we had our 3rd annual Seminar for Spouses of flag Officers and Board Members of 
our local area yacht clubs.  At was another successful event with a good turnout representing many 
different yacht clubs.  I think everyone went away with many helpful ideas and information to make their 
year go smoothly.  I don't know what I would have done without them.  They certainly helped to make our 
year a great success.

Our New Member Lunch was held on February 27th at Mission Bay Yacht Club where we welcomed our 
new members and installed our new officers. 
 
I want to thank my wonderful board:  Denise Merino-Vice-President, Bill Thayer-Secretary, and Dawn 
Nemoy-Treasurer.  They all were great to take their responsibilities seriously and were there for me any time 
their assistance was needed.   I know that our new board will continue to make IOBGA proud and I wish 
them nothing but success with another year of fun and excitement.

I wish you “Fair Winds and Following Seas”.



IOBG Auxiliary Directory
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

UNITED KINGDOM 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Sue Young District 70
5 Grasmere Grove
Rochester, Kent  ME2 4PN
England  
Tel: 0163-471-3478
bluesil@hotmail.com

AUXILIARY LOG EDITOR
Michael Meyers District 1
P.O. Box 44130
Tacoma, WA  98448
Tel: 253-678-9686
apus4deckus@hotmail.com

WEBMASTER
Mary Nye Meyers District 1
P.O. Box 44130
Tacoma, WA  98448
Tel:  253-224-8592
fire_n_ice104@hotmail.com

Immediate Past President  (2009)
Audrey Hall District 15
2063 Grandview St
Oceanside, CA  92054
Tel:   760-757-6796
hulakai2@cox.net

Senior Past President  (2008)
Pat Janiszewski District 12
9 Deer Run Road
Parkertown, NJ  08087
Tel:   609-294-2393
richardjaniszewski@msn.com

Northeast Margot Smith
716-691-7626

Northwest Betty Hinckley
509-582-7590

North Central Ethel Keith
216-371-4933

Southeast Susan Sullivan
772-223-8789

Southwest Estella McGrath
925-682-5939

England Sue Young
0163 471-3478

Hawaii Open

DIRECTORS

District 26

The IOBGA held their 5th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon on May 23rd at the Mt. Sinai Yacht Club.  The 
successful event was attended by sixty-eight ladies.  

Fashion Bug clothes were modeled by IOBGA members 
and family, over fifty baskets and prizes were raffled off, 
and $1,100 was donated to five local food pantries and to 
the Wounded Warriors.  A cappuccino machine was also 
purchased for the MSYC.  

A scholarship for $500 
was presented to Kara 
Haas, granddaughter of 
Cathy and Ron Prwivo, 
by President Dottie 
Mahon from monies 
raised from last year's 
bus trip to NYC. The 
ladies are busy planning 
another trip to Broadway 
for November.  



#6 PRESIDENT - Southwest
Stanley W. Radlo
99-1440 Aiea Heights Dr. #56
Aiea, HI  96701
Tel:  808-488-6056
radlos001@hawaii.rr.com
SECRETARY
Donna B. Salisbury (Ed)
98-988 Palola Way
Aiea, HI  96701
Tel:  808-485-0002
donnaned@earthlink.net

#5 PRESIDENT - Northwest
Ron Timmerman (Gayle)
258 NW Skyline Blvd
Portland, OR  97210
Tel: 503-297-4437
Cell: 503-805-6303
Bus: 503-297-1030
rontimmerman@msn.com
SECRETARY
Jerry Miller (Sue)
15298 NW Casey Drive
Portland, OR  97229
Tel:   503-629-0588
Cell:  503-880-1446
j_s.miller@comcast.net

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Warren C. Schafer (Kathleen)
7241 Plank Road
Lockport, NY  14094
Tel: 716-439-8059
wcsunit@netscape.com
SECRETARY
Gary LaRossa (Maryann)
369 Stillwell Avenue
Kenmore, NY  14217
Tel:  716-876-7114
glarossa@verizon.net

#3

#4 PRESIDENT- Canada
Ron Defieux (Linda)
641 Blueridge Ave.
N. Vancouver, BC  V74 2J4 
Canada
Tel: 604-987-7425
Fax: 604-985-7263
rdefieux@shaw.ca
SECRETARY
Betty Harris-Peake (Dennis)
1078 English Bluff Rd.
Delta, BC  V4M 2N6 - Canada
Tel: 604-943-4923
Fax: 604-943-1205
bettyharrispeake@hotmail.com

#2 PRESIDENT - Canada
Ed Ackerman (Marilyn)
308-10461 Resthaven Dr.
Sidney, BC
Canada V8L 3H6
Tel:   250-656-7799
Fax:  250-656-1242
eimut88@shaw.ca
SECRETARY/TREASURER
John Biggs (Carole)
6406 McKenzie Dr.
Duncan, BC
Canada  V9L 5R9
Tel:  250-746-4941
Bus:250-754-8435
johncarole@shaw.com

#1 PRESIDENT- Northwest
Robert Weber ( Cathy Joyce)
2617 NE 4th #123
Renton, WA  98056
Tel:  425-204-9187
Cell: 206-310-9102
robok46@msn.com
SECRETARY
Ken Quimby (Lynne)
317 So. Shelley Lake Lane
Spokane, WA  99037  
Tel:  509-990-5670
klquimby@comcast.net

#7 PRESIDENT - North Central
Matthew T. Schmidt  (Andrea Sandej)
2968 Pine Trail Circle
Hudson, OH  44236
Tel/Fax: 330-656-4238
Cell: 216-347-7026
gcbapc06@aol.com
SECRETARY
Gene KcKeown (Connie)
4909 Windsford Cir.
North Ridgeville, OH  44039
Tel/Fax:  440-353-3774
Cell: 440-452-3815
genemckeown@oh.rr.com

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Jane C. Brennan
25 Porto Bello Drive
San Rafael, CA  94901
Tel:  415-456-1834
Bus: 415-456-1812
tbrenj2@comcast.com
SECRETARY
George Knies (Ann)
2333 Lariat Lane
Walnut Creek, CA  94596
Tel:   925-953-8432
Fax:  925-944-0474
geoknies@att.net

#14

#12 PRESIDENT- Northeast
Vincent J. Core (Eileen)
739 Fairmount Dr.
Chatham, NJ  07928
Tel/Fax:  973-635-7415
sailcore@worldnet.att.net (Summer)
sailcorebsm@att.net (Winter)
SECRETARY
Open

#10 PRESIDENT- Southwest
LaVon Plumlee (Wiliam)
5292 Auburn Circle
Westminster, CA 92683
Tel: 562-252-9681
Fax: 800-610-4059
lmplumlee@nyclb.com
SECRETARY
Jon Fults (Lois Jean)
3914 Mistral Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Tel:  714-846-7548
jhfults@verizon.net

#11 PRESIDENT- Southwest
Julie Albright
2610 Portland St.  #306
Los Angeles, CA  90007
Tel:  714-249-8632
Albright@usc.edu
SECRETARY
Mark Abel
13900 Palawan Way, Slip #12
Marina del Ray, CA  90292
Tel:  310-766-6878
markabel@hotmail.com

#9 PRESIDENT- North Central
Debbie Spoerl
2245 Ottawa River Road
Toledo, OH 43611
Cell: 419-345-0014
Bus: 419-385-5754
debbie53@yahoo.com
SECRETARY
Gary Weaver (Debbie)
P.O. Box 964
Holland, OH  43528
g.weaver@plastictechnologies.com

#8 PRESIDENT- Southeast
Thomas “Joe” Dowdell (June)
11300 Overseeas Hwy
Marathon, FL  33050
Tel:  305-743-5127
frigatep@bellsouth.net
SECRETARY
A.R. (Art) Theobald (Betty)
2710 SW 47th Ter.
Cape Coral, FL  33914
Tel:  239-471-2000
art.theobald@ymail.com

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Eileen Van Winkle (Terry)
10827 Maestria Court
San Diego, CA  92124
Tel:  858-571-5256
evanwinkle@sbcglobal.net
SECRETARY
Blanche Gunther
14126 El Dolora Way
Poway, CA  92064
Tel:  858-748-2212
bgunther@cox.net

#15

PRESIDENT- Northeast
David Loughran
1203 Bay Ave.
P.O. Box 746
Mantoloking, NJ  08738
Tel:  732-892-8388
dploughran@comcast.net
SECRETARY
Betty Jane France (Robert)
13 Paul Jones Dr.
Brick, NJ  08723
Tel:  732-477-3732

#22

PRESIDENT- Southeast
Mike Barbrow (Jane)
10614 Lakecove Way
Knoxville, TN  37922
Tel: 865-671-8898
Cell:  865-310-0910
mdjib@aol.com
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Randal E. Blalock
10612 Eagles View Drive
Knoxville, TN  37922
Tel: 865-671-7624
randaleb1@tds.net

#18

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Herman Meyer (Sue)
7431 Gilbert Rd.
Oakdale, CA  95361
Tel: 209-847-4935
Bus: 209-605-5718
hmeyer@meyer-law.com
SECRETARY
Ray Mitchell
4723 Wikiup Bridge Way
Santa Rosa, CA  95404
Cell: 707-217-0487
captnray@comcast.net

#19

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Stanley Zielinski (Charlotte)
121 Yale Terrace
P.O. Box 333
Linden, NJ  07036
Tel: 908-486-2094
stasziel@aol.com
SECRETARY
Open

#20

#21 PRESIDENT- Southwest
Bonnie Gibson
1780 Santa Ana Ave. #3
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Tel: 949-631-4869
blgibson@aol.com
SECRETARY
Merry F. Keller
1500 Concord Avenue
Fullerton, CA  92831
Tel: 714-680-5076
mfkellerca@earthlink.net

PRESIDENT- Southwest
Nancy Rowe
4216 Harbour Island Lane
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel:   805-382-9514
nnrowe@aol.com
SECRETARY
Teri Shephard
3600 So. Harbor Blvd.  #209
Oxnard, CA 93035
Tel: 805-253-0595
terimastless2@yahoo.com

#16

PRESIDENT- North Central
Robert F. Sapita  (Kay)
P.O. Box 581
Douglas, MI  49406
Tel/Fax:   269-857-2123
bksapita@verizon.net
SECRETARY
Don Schorfhaar (Sue)
9829 High Banks Drive
Cheboygan, MI  49721
Tel: 231-627-2908
dschorfhaar@earthlink.net

#23

PRESIDENT- England
Ron Judd
41 Glynn Road
Peacehaven, East Sussex
England  BN10 7SH
SECRETARY
Sue Young (Bill)
5 Grasmere Grove
Rochester, Kent 
England  ME2 4PN
Tel:  (44)(0)1634 713478
bluesil@hotmail.com

#70

PRESIDENT- New Zealand
Ronald Stephenson (Kay)
P.O. Box 549
Thames, New Zealand 3540
New Zealand  0920
Tel:   64 7 868 2227
Cell:  021 927 671
Bus:  64 7 868 510
ron.difs@xtra.co.nz
SECRETARY
Kathy Fenn  (Jim)
Buller Road  R.D. 2
Westport, New Zealand
Tel:  64 03 789 8909
fennyachting@xnet.co.nz

#75

PRESIDENT- North Central
Russell Skitch (Sharon)
2037 22nd St
Wyandotte, MI  48192
Tel: 586-899-6765
Bus: 586-939-3060
seaway06@wyan.org
SECRETARY
Frank Uhse (Kelly)
1062 Seventh Street
Wyandotte, MI  49192
Tel:  734-285-6465
Cell: 313-363-6179
frank@nimmi.com

#25

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Thomas O’Connor (Sally)
22 Plymouth Road
Bayport, NY 11705
Tel: 631-234-9299
SECRETARY
Martin L. Egeland (Mary)
4 Chalden Court 
Huntington Station, NY 11746
Tel: 631-351-0935
Bus: 212-594-5382
carolprin@aol.com

#26

PRESIDENT- Northeast
Jack Fitzgerald (Sandy)
3902 Hazel Court
Abingdon, MD  21009
Tel: 410-671-6870
Bus: 410-893-6343
SECRETARY
Dennis Taylor
Maryland
410-466-9567
pacebell444@msn.com

#27

PRESIDENT- Northwest
Carol Zumpano
60 Calgary Ave.
Pentiction, BC  V2A  2T6
Canada
Tel:  250-292-8750
czumpano@vip.net
SECRETARY
Yvonne Crawford (Steven)
1547 Klien Rd.
Kelowna, BC  V1Z 3H5
Canada
Tel: 250-769-7325
skicondo@telus.net

#24

2010 DISTRICT OFFICERS & AREAS SERVED



Return Service Requested

International Order of the Blue Gavel
3517 Camino Del Rio South, Suite 208
San Diego, CA  92108   USA

Did you know that you can get your newsletter and 
forms on-line?  

You can now view your newletter & forms in full color.  
Visit our web site at www.iobg.org 

Let us know if you would like to have your newsletter 
emailed directly to you.

 
Contact the newsletter editor, Mary Nye Meyers, at 

fire_n_ice104@hotmail.com


